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The Ocean County Board of Commissioners is proud to help  
commemorate the 250th anniversary of the American Revolution 
in what is now Ocean County.  During the American Revolution, 
what is now Ocean County was made up of three municipalities:  
Little Egg Harbor Township (1740) in Burlington County (joins 

Ocean County in 1891) and in Monmouth County townships of Stafford (1749) and Dover 
(1767),  until the creation of Ocean County in 1850. 
 
Ocean County is made up of a community of individuals some of whose ancestors were here 
before the American Revolution and would have been Patriots, Loyalists or Quakers.  The 
families of the majority of our current residents moved here over many decades including 
the present.  All of our residents, no matter how long they have called Ocean County home, 
contribute to the history and the future of this wonderful place we call Ocean County.   
 
I am proud that my ancestors were able to risk their lives on the side of the patriots who 
helped make our great nation.  I am honored to be the regent of the Captain Joshua Huddy 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.  My family has been in Ocean County 
for more than 300 years.  I am also the descendent of more recent immigrants. 
 
The Captain Joshua Huddy Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution is pleased 
to provide a new, commemorative plaque at the flag pole in front of the historic 1850 Ocean 
County Court House that should stand as a testament to our eleven year celebration.   
 
Together, we commemorate the past, engage the present and prepare for our future.  We are 
particularly pleased at the participation of so many young people in our efforts.  
 
Sincerely, 

Commissioner Virginia E. Haines      November 20, 2024 
Chairwoman of Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission 
Division of Ocean County Department of Parks & Recreation 
Regent, Joshua Huddy Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution

Welcome From  
Commissioner Virginia E. Haines,  

Chairwoman of  
Ocean County Parks & Recreation
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Welcome to the ongoing commemoration of the 250th anniversary of 
the American Revolution in Ocean County (1775-1783).  For 2024, we 
focus on the First Continental Congress. In the past three years, we   
commemorated the Boston Tea Party and Boston Massacre. We provided 
an overview of our planned activities through 2033.  Next year, we will 
commemorate the battles of Lexington and Concord.  
 
Ocean County Parks & Recreation is honored to organize this  

commemoration under the leadership of Commissioner Virginia E. Haines.  
 
Ocean County is proud to have commemorated our county’s participation in other historic conflicts 
such as the 150th anniversary of the American Civil War (2011-2015), the 100th anniversary of the 
First World War (2017-2018) the seventy-fifth anniversary of the end of the Second World War 
(2016-2020) and now the 250th anniversary of the American Revolution (2022-2033). 
 
For each of these commemorations, we have displayed patriotic ornamentation and conducted  
ceremonies at the Court House, including period music and student readings from historic  
documents.  We also planted commemorative trees, made historic resources available to schools 
and the general public and paused to give thanks for those who have sacrificed for our nation.   
 
For the Semiquincentennial, we have developed a traveling exhibit in a specially designed trailer 
that has participated in many local parades and events.  If you would like the trailer to participate 
in your event, please contact Joseph at rlatshaw@co.ocean.nj.us or 732-929-4779.  Education is 
the key to understanding the past and gives us the knowledge to create a great future.  
 
I am particularly grateful to the Pomeroy Foundation of Syracuse, New York for funding the marking 
of graveyards that contain Revolutionary War Patriots in Ocean County.  
 
As a lifelong resident of Ocean County, I am proud to be the ninth director of the Ocean County 
Parks & Recreation Department and look forward to serving the residents of Ocean County.   
 
Kind Regards, 

Mary Jane Bavais     November 20, 2024 
Director of Ocean County Department of Parks & Recreation

Welcome From Mary Jane Bavais,  
Director of Ocean County  

Parks & Recreation
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Welcome From  
The New Jersey  

Historical Commission

Crossroads of the American Revolution has claimed Ocean County as a Heritage Partner for many 
years. Now, as the nonprofit partner in RevolutionNJ, New Jersey’s official organization charged 
with planning and promoting our state’s commemoration, we congratulate Ocean County on  
becoming a Proud Partner of RevolutionNJ.  
 
In collaboration with your esteemed colleagues, we know you will make the most of this opportunity 
to explore New Jersey’s surprisingly numerous and significant contributions to our nation’s rich 
and complex history. We look forward to commemorating this landmark anniversary together. 
 
              Carrie Fellows, Executive Director 
              Email Questions: info@revolutionarynj.org 

Welcome From  
The Crossroads  

of the American Revolution

The New Jersey Historical Commission is delighted to join with Ocean County in commemorating 
the upcoming Semiquincentennial of the founding of the United States. In partnership with  
Crossroads of the American Revolution, the Commission leads RevolutionNJ, our multi-faceted 
statewide initiative marking this anniversary.   
 
It is our privilege to work with you and all of New Jersey’s residents to highlight the rich, diverse, 
and impactful history of the American Revolution in our state, as well as the 250 years that followed. 
Preserving, understanding, and enjoying our shared history is fundamental to our future as a vibrant 
democracy. We are so glad to be working with Ocean County in this exciting endeavor now, and in 
the years to come! 
 

              Sara Cureton, Executive Director 
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Join Ocean County in commemorating the
250th anniversary of the 

American Revolution!

Presented by the 
Ocean County Board of Commissioners
Virginia E. Haines, Chairwoman of the 

Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission

Countdown 
to

INDEPENDENCE

Featuring:
Colonial Food
Period Music

New Jersey Fife & Drums
First New Jersey Loyalist

OCEAN COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
HISTORIC COURTROOM #1

WEDNESDAY
20 NOVEMBER 2024

11:00 AM

Subject to change without notice
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War At The Shore:  
Neighbors In Conflict 

Patriots, Loyalists and Quakers

Captain Reuben Randolph ( - 1807) was a Manahawkin Patriot during the American 
Revolution.  He led about twenty men in Company 5 of the 2nd Monmouth Militia in 
Stafford Township.  Randolph was a prosperous Manahawkin entrepreneur.  He owned 
a sawmill, a general store (now called the Old Stone Store), a tavern at the intersection 
of Old Shore Road NJ-9 and the Road to Cedar Creek Bridge (Beach Avenue) and a 
large farm house that is currently the Thomas Shinn Funeral Home.   
 
The Manahawkin Militia marched about 45 miles to the Battle of Monmouth in June of 
1778 but were held in reserve and never fought. 
 
Rueben Randolph and the Manahawkin Militia were engaged in many conflicts with John 
Bacon and his band of Loyalists. Incidents were as petty as John Bacon and his men 
tying Randolph to a tree in the “Hawkin” swamp to fend for himself.  Another time, two of 
Bacon’s men attempted to steal the day’s catch of fish from two of Randolph’s men only 
for the tables to turn on them.  Bacon and his men also robbed Joseph Soper, the boat 
builder who was once an employer of Bacon before the war. On one occasion, the  
Manahawkin Militia walked some eight miles to Tuckerton to confront Bacon’s men at 
the Faulkenberg Tavern, only to have to walk the same distance back to Manahawkin in 
defeat. The Militia never prevailed in any battle against Bacon’s Loyalists. 
 
On December 31, 1781,  the forces of Randolph and Bacon clashed between the Old 
Baptist Church and the Mill Creek.  Bacon and his men prevailed on their path to the 
south, leaving Patriots Lines Pangburn dead and Sylvester Tilton seriously wounded.  
After the war, Tilton attempted to have revenge on Brewer, the neighbor who had 
wounded him.  
 
Soper and other members of the Manahawkin Militia were victims of the Barnegat Light 
Massacre of October 27, 1782.  Bacon and his men reportedly surprised and killed over 
twenty patriots unloading a prize ship near Barnegat Inlet.

Patriots made up about a third 
of the population of this region 
at the time of the American  
Revolution. Manahawkin, Toms 
River and Forked River were 
patriot towns in the region.  
People who were Baptists and 
Presbyterians tended to be 
against England.

PATATRIOT
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Captain John Bacon ( – April 3, 1783)  was a notorious leader of the irregular Loyalists, 
often called Pine Robbers, refugees, banditti and many other unflattering terms. We do not 
know much about Bacon’s origins, but he reportedly worked as a laborer between Waretown 
and Manahawkin before the war.  He is an example of the “bottom rung on top,” a person 
who uses times of upheaval to elevate their status. Some debate if his title of “captain” was 
a royal commission or merely self-appointed. Bacon reported to New Jersey British Governor 
William Franklin and his Board of Associated Loyalists. 
 
Dr. David Fowler describes Bacon as the “foremost Tory guerrilla of the seacoast and 
pinelands region…he far surpasses any other of them in the length of his career, the area 
over which he ranged…and the number of bloody incidents in which he was involved.” He 
plied the contraband trade between Loyalist held New York City and Tuckerton and supplied 
charcoal and food.  He was also able to return escaped British prisoners.  He had several 
whaleboats with names such as the “Black-Joke” and “Hero’s Revenge.”  Apparently, he 
lived in “caves” on nearby Jones Road. The local “Bacon’s Ridge” is the name of the  
dramatic change in elevation on NJ Route 72. 
 
Patriot Governor Livingston issued a reward of £50 Sterling for the capture of John Bacon 
dead or alive for robbing a Burlington County tax collector.  Bacon and a reported 50 men 
were involved in the skirmish with the Burlington Militia at Cedar Creek Bridge on December 
27, 1782.  On January 13, 1783, the Loyalist newspaper, the New York Gazette,  
commended Bacon for his “victory.”  On April 3, 1783, Bacon was killed resisting arrest by 
the Burlington militia. This included Joel Cooke, whose brother died at Cedar Bridge. 
 
Bacon appeared to have been a Quaker who was “written out” because of his participation 
in the war. Bacon’s in-laws were Quakers who lived in Barnegat. His wife and two sons lived 
near Pemberton. He defeated elements of the Burlington, Gloucester and Monmouth militias.  

Loyalists made up about a third of the 
population of this region at the time of 
the American Revolution.The town of 
Cedar Bridge was an example of a 
Loyalist community. Some were actually 
loyal to their King while others may 
have been criminals looking for a cover 
story. After the war, many people in the 
southern part of Monmouth County 
made a strong effort to claim how much 
they supported the cause of a new  
nation and a break from their former 
King George. 

LOYOYALIST

War At The Shore:  
Neighbors In Conflict 

Patriots, Loyalists and Quakers
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Captain George Mapps or Mapes (c. 1763 - March 6, 1838)  was an African-American 
Quaker and a ship’s captain during the American Revolution. He moved from the area 
of the Mullica River to Tuckerton.  He was said to have transported munitions during the 
Revolutionary War but refused to transport arms in the War of 1812 on religious grounds 
of non-violence.  Among the first persons of color to participate in an American integrated 
religious community, Captain Mapps belonged to the Society of Friends Meetinghouse 
at Little Egg Harbor.  Mapps later lived near and witnessed the closing of Cranberry Inlet 
at Toms River in 1812.

Quakers made up about a third of the population of this region at the time of the 
American Revolution. Both the towns of Barnegat and Tuckerton had large 
Quaker populations and meetinghouses (1767/1709). As a matter of faith and 
practice, the Quakers did not engage in violence.  Those members who did  
participate with one side or the other (most chose to be Loyalists like John Bacon) 
would be “read out” of the meetinghouse.  The Quakers were often successful 
business people and profited by being the intermediaries between the warring 
Patriots and Loyalists.  After the war, New Jersey passed laws that penalized the 
Quakers for profiting from the conflict.  Quakers generally leaned against the 
Patriots in part because Catholic France supported the revolution. 

The Society of Friends emerged in England around 1650 with leaders such as 
George Fox. William Penn established Pennsylvania as a Quaker colony.  William 
Fox and other Quakers purchased West Jersey and later large portions 
of East  Jersey.

QUAQUAKERKER

War At The Shore:  
Neighbors In Conflict 

Patriots, Loyalists and Quakers
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Year  Date  Location  Description  
1776       
  Jun Lower tip of Long 

Beach Island  
June 10, 1776, privateers Congress and Chance 
reported at Egg Harbor with three captured 
ships, Lady Julianna, Juno and Reynolds. Date of 
Capture not given  

  5-Jul Naval Battles - Egg 
Harbor 

Privateers Congress and Chance take Tamarea.  

  15-Jul Naval Battles - Squan 
Beach 

Howe fleet bombards Jersey coast.  

1777        
  1-Apr Naval Battles - 

Cranberry Inlet 
British frigate Tartar destroys American vessel 
off coast.  

  2-Jun Egg Harbor Bay Capt. Roberts Snell’s company of Egg Harbor 
Guards surprise a party of Tories.  

  29-Sep Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

Schooner sails from Egg Harbor. Two seamen 
seize and take her to New York.  

  Nov Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

Privateers capture boatload of oysters and take 
to Egg Harbor  

  10-Dec Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

Armed sloop Two Friends beaches on Long 
Beach Island near Barnegat.  

  25-Dec Skirmishes  - Toms 
River  

Col. John Morris (Tory) threatens Toms River but 
inflicts little damage.  

  31-Dec Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

N.J. militia takes schooner Little Hope above 
Point-no-Point.  

1778       
  12-Jan Naval Battles - 

Cranberry Inlet 
Privateer brig Active has engagement with 
Frigate Mermaid.  

  Mar Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

Privateer takes brig off Egg harbor.  

  1-Apr Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

British schooner Diamond captures prize and 
crew in Shark River district.  

  5-Apr Skirmishes - Toms 
River  

British capture Maj. William Ellis during 
skirmish.  

  22-May Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

Captain Anderson takes British ship with sixteen 
men off Toms River. 

  15-Jun Barnegat Inlet Three American galleys from New London arrive 
with several captured vessels. 

  14-Jul Egg Harbor (14 British 
Ship Destroyed)  

Privateers take British transports off Egg Harbor 
bound from Philadelphia to New York.  

  31-Jul Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

Ship runs aground at Shrewsbury. Militia strips 
her despite being bombarded by British frigate 

Taken in part from the Battles & Skirmishes of the American Revolution in New Jersey prepared by 
the New Jersey Society, Sons of the American Revolution, 1973. 
 
Pauline S. Miller was the Distinguished Ocean County Historian until her passing in  2011.  She was 
the chair and then director of the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission from 1983-2001.  
 
The Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission is in the process of gathering events, dates and 
locations to create the most comprehensive list possible of incidents between 1775 and 1783 in what 
is now Ocean County.  Any such effort is by nature imperfect. Please point out omissions and  
inaccuracies for corrections in the next publication. 

Pauline S. Miller Chronology of Events in  
Ocean County during the American Revolution

1777

1778

1776
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  6-Aug Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

Ship Love & Unity (Am.) runs aground off Toms 
River.  

  7-Aug Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

A ship of Count Charles d'Estaign's fleet captures 
crew of the Mermaid 

  20-Aug Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

British Tryon sinks rebel Glory of America off Egg 
Harbor.  

  28-Aug Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

Engagement occurs between sloop Susannah 
and man-of-war tender Emerald. Emerald 
heavily damaged but escapes. 

  5-Sep Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

Americans capture and destroy British ship.  

  19-Sep Skirmishes - Toms 
River  

British ship retakes captured vessel off 
Cranberry Inlet.  

  20-Sep Barnegat Inlet Naval engagement occurs in Toms River inlet.  
  29-Sep Little Egg Harbor  Privateer retakes sloop with tobacco and brings 

her to Egg Harbor.  
  29-Sep Naval Battles - 

Cranberry Inlet 
  

  Oct Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

British capture four French ships.  

  15-Oct Osborne Island  Count Casimir Pulaski’s legion “massacred” near 
Tuckerton.  

  25-Nov Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet 

American privateer captures schooner.  

  9-Dec Long Beach Island  British armed vessel runs aground near Barnegat 
and local militia captures crew.  

1779       
  Feb Lower Part of Island  Tory John Bacon attacks guards on ship that had 

beached.  
  Feb Naval Battles – 

Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach  

  

  1-Mar Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

  

  3-Mar Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

  

  22-Mar Lower part of Long 
Beach Island  

British Frigate Delaware takes scow Molly 25 
leagues to the north of Cape Charlie Prize crew 
escapes when Molly hits the beach. Horner says 
crew taken arid cargo brought in. 

1779
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  22-Mar Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

  

  24-Mar Long Beach Island Sloop Success comes ashore. Had been taken 
previously by the brig Diligence. Monmouth 
County militia takes cargo, sends crew to 
Princeton.  

  7-May Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

Diligent takes privateer off Egg Harbor.  

  15-May Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

Privateers and enemy pilot boats have 
engagement off coast.  

  Jun Lower Part of Island  Americans take British True Blue.  
  5-Jun Naval Battles - 

Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

Brig Daphne captures American frigate Oliver 
Cromwell twenty leagues off Sandy Hook.  

  7-Jun Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

American brig Monmouth retakes schooner off 
Egg Harbor.  

  23-Jun Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

Americans take frigate Delaware off Jersey 
coast. 476-477.  

  28-Jun Off Barnegat    
  6-Aug Naval Battles - 

Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

Americans capture brig and send it to Egg 
Harbor.  

  14-Aug Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

Small gun boat (Am.) rowing ten oars captures a 
fishing boat.  

  18-Aug Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

Schooner Mars takes the snow Falmouth and 45 
prisoners. British retake prize same day. 

  21-Aug Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

British frigate retakes another packet captured 
by Mars.  

  2-Sep Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

  

  10-Sep Skirmishes Little Egg 
Harbor  

Several armed boats (Br.) destroy a number of 
vessels and other property in Egg Harbor. 

  20-Sep Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

American privateer Pickering takes British armed 
sloop.  
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  27-Sep Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

American ship takes British transport.  

  29-Sep Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

American sloop Revenge and British Vengence 
engage near Sandy Hook. 

  1-Oct Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

American ship takes prize off coast with 214 
Hessians on board. 

  14-Oct Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

Americans capture and strip British ship, then 
lose it to the British. 

  1-Nov Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

Americans take British ship and send it to Egg 
Harbor.  

  1-Dec Naval Battles - 
Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach 

  

1780       
  Jan Naval Battles – 

Cranberry Inlet and 
Squan Beach  

Americans drive 40-gun British ship ashore near 
Egg Harbor.  

  12-Jan Barnegat Inlet East of 
Egg Harbor(3 British 
ships wrecked)  

  

  18-Mar Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

Capt. William Marriner (Am.) of New Brunswick 
has two engagements off coast and takes prizes 
to Egg Harbor.  

  20-Apr Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet   

Capt. William Marriner (Am.) on previously 
captured Blacksnake engages and captures 
schooner Morning Star.  

  14-May Skirmishes – Toms 
River  

Armed Refugees at Toms River surprise Maj. 
John VanEmburg (Am.) with eight or nine 
others.  

  20-May Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

American brig Holker captures ship and sends 
into the Delaware.  

  10-Jun Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

British and French ships engage off Jersey coast.  

  15-Jun Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

American cruisers nearly tear large British ship 
to pieces.  

  12-Aug Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

  

1780
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  13-Aug Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

  

  16-Aug Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

Privateers Holker, Fair American and New 
England take British packet. 

  2-Sep Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet (Two battles)  

  

  8-Oct Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

  

  14-Oct Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet 

  

  1-Dec Barnegat Inlet East of 
Egg Harbor 

Action occurs between two whaleboats inside 
Cranberry Inlet. John Bacon (Br.) kills Lt. Joshua 
Studson (Am.) during encounter.  

  20-Dec Skirmishes - Toms 
River  

  

1781       
  10-Jan Naval Battles – Squan 

Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

British take several prizes.  

  17-Jan Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

Brig Fame (Am.) takes privateer schooner Cock 
(Br.)  

  20-Feb Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

  

  26-Jul Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet   

Americans take sloop off Long Beach.  

  12-Aug Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

Privateer brig Venus (Am.) surrenders after two 
hour battle with ship Swallow (Br.).  

  16-Aug Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

Four privateers attack HMS Swallow off the 
Jersey coast.  

  22-Aug  Naval Battles - Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet 

  

  10-Oct Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

  

1781
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  12-Oct Naval Battles – Squan 
Beach & Cranberry 
Inlet  

British take American prize.  

  31-Dec Skirmish - 
Manahawkin  

Militia and Refugees under John Bacon clash. 
Lines Pangborn (Am.) killed during action.  

1782       
  24-Mar Skirmishes - Toms 

River  
Refugees capture Capt. Joshua Huddy in surprise 
raid.  

  1-Jun Forked River  Refugees destroy Samuel Brown's salt works.  
  1-Jun Barnegat  Tory raid at FORKED RIVER results in a skirmish.  
  23-Aug `Skirmishes -  Toms 

River 
Loyalists attack Blockhouse.  

  1-Sep Little Egg Harbor  Captain Douglass of the Gloucester County 
militia attacks Refugee boat in Egg Harbor. 
Fourteen Refugees are shot or drowned.  

  26-Oct Long Beach Island  Americans take beached British ship, but are 
killed the same night in a raid led by the Tory, 
John Bacon.  

  27-Dec Cedar Creek  Loyalists defeat New Jersey troops in possibly 
the last land action of the war. Pvt. William 
Cooke Jr. dies during skirmish.  

1783       
  3-Mar Naval Battle – Squan 

Beach and Cranberry 
Inlet  

  

  3-Apr Skirmish - Tuckerton    

Attack at Toms River.  
Painting Credit: Winifred “Wini” Smart Quackenbush.

1783

1782
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One of the more unusual stories that pertains to Ocean County, a part of Monmouth County during 
the American Revolution, is relayed in a pension record of Matthias Handlin. It states that he was 
sent to Kettle Creek to guard a saltworks in Toms River called the Pennsylvania Saltworks. He was 
granted some time away and found himself in conversation with some ladies. Then, before he realized, 
he was taken by British Tories. Handlin was then hung until he was thought lifeless. After an  
unspecified amount of time, he found himself on the ground abandoned. He then proceeded to make 
his way back to the saltworks. Amazingly, he went on to complete his turn of service after such a 
horrible incident.  
 
The American Revolution in Ocean County was home to many battles and skirmishes. All of them 
had people involved with unique stories to tell that also have connections to the present. Matthias 
Handlin was a Private who joined the cause at 16 years of age, and for two years was commanded by 
Capt. Butler of Col. Ray’s regiment of the New Jersey Line. We know of his service almost two- 
hundred and fifty years later because of pension records that Congress authorized for payments long 
past due. This was so many years later in fact that at 68, Handlin had forgotten much of the detail and 
had trouble remembering names and places with complete accuracy.  
 
This account was brought to the Cultural & Heritage staff by a curious connection. The short snippet 
later verified in the pension record is a Patriot Ancestor of the current President General of the Sons 
of the American Revolution and was highlighted in the quarterly magazine to a readership of  
approximately 37,000 members. This proves that Ocean County is an important link to the American 
Revolution not just in New Jersey but all over the country. Today, their perseverance and commitment 
to the country can be inspiring to those who are first-generation Americans, and whose families have 
been here since the fight for independence.

Patriot Spotlight: Matthias Handlin

Excerpt from 1848 Pension Record of Matthias Handlin.
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1763 1770 1773 1775 1776

French &  
Indian War 

Ends

Battle of  
Bunker Hill 

June 17

Declaration of  
Independence 

July 04

Defense of Little 
Egg Harbor 
October 15

New Jersey  
Constitution 

July 03

Boston 
Massacre 
March 05

Concord & 
Lexington 
April 19

Congress 
Authorizes 
Letters of 
Marque 
April 06

Bacon Kills 
Studson 

December 01

Washington 
Crosses The 

Delaware 
December 26

1777

Saratoga: 
Burgoyne 

Surrenders 
October 17

1778

Battle of 
Monmouth 

June 28

1780

Bacon  
Indicted By 
Monmouth  

County 
July 1780

Boston  
Tea Party 

December 16

TIMELINE OF
Ned Blackhawk, Ph.D. 
Howard R. Lamar Professor of History and  
American Studies, Yale University 
Author, Rediscovery of America 2023.
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1781 17831782

Yorktown: 
Cornwallis 
Surrenders 
October 19

Bacon 
In Jail 

February

Richard 
Shreve Report 
January 04

New Jersey 
Armistice 
April 14

Burlington 
Militia At 
Tuckerton 

Hunts Bacon 
October 08

British  
& Americans 

Sign  
Preliminary 
Peace Treaty 
November 30

Manahawkin 
Skirmish 

December 30

Joshua Huddy 
Hanged  
April 12

Barnegat Light 
Massacre 

October 26

Cedar Bridge 
Skirmish 

December 27

NY 
Gazette 

January 13

British Leave 
New York 

November 25

Patriots 
Petition 

Gov. 
Livingston 

November 12

Bacon Defeats 
Gloucester 
Militia at 

Wading River 
September

Israel  
Shreves  

Reports To 
Livingston 

December 28

Bacon 
Killed 

“Resisting 
Arrest” 
April 03

Bacon Robs 
Tax Collector 
December 25

NJ Journal 
(Chatham) 
January 08

Treaty of 
Paris 

September 30

Burlington 
Militia At 
Waretown 

Hunts Bacon 
November

Toms River 
Blockhouse 

Fight 
March 24

OCEAN COUNTY
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HAVE TRAILER -  
WILL TRAVEL!

OCEAN COUNTY  
250TH TRAVELING EXHIBIT
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OCEAN COUNTY  
250TH TRAVELING EXHIBIT
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RECOMMENDED READING
Salter, Edwin. A History of Monmouth and Ocean Counties. Bayonne, NJ : E. Gardner & Sons, Publishers, 1890.  
One of the standard historical and genealogical works on Monmouth and Ocean Counties. Contains such miscellany as a list 
of officers and soldiers from old Monmouth who served in the Revolutionary War. 80-page Genealogical Record section  
(alphabetical order by family name) of the first settlers of Monmouth and Ocean Counties. Edwin Salter was a well-regarded 
man of his time, a member of the New Jersey state legislature and a Speaker of the House. He was appointed to a position in 
the U.S. Treasury Department where he served for five years. His years in D.C. were spent researching this book at the National 
Archives.

 

Kurlansky, Mark. Salt: A World History. London, UK: Penguin Books, 2003.  
The only rock we eat, salt has shaped civilization from the very beginning, and its story is a glittering, often surprising part of 
the history of humankind. A substance so valuable it served as currency, salt has influenced the establishment of trade routes 
and cities, provoked and financed wars, secured empires, and inspired revolutions.

 

Blackhawk, Ned. The Rediscovery of America: Native Peoples and the Unmaking of U.S. History. New Haven, CT:  
Yale University Press, 2023. 
In The Rediscovery of America, Western Shoshone historian Ned Blackhawk pursues a narrative to place Indigenous People at 
the center of United States history. Blackhawk asks how the history of “the world’s most exemplary democracy” can be rooted 
in the dispossession of Indigenous People? And, how have historians ignored the centrality of Indigenous People in U.S. history? 
In order to tell a new history of the United States, Blackhawk rejects narratives of discovery and emphasizes a long history of 
Native-newcomer encounters in North America as well as Indigenous agency and mobility.

 

Fowler, David J. “Egregious Villains, Wood Rangers, and London Traders: The Pine Robber Phenomenon In New Jersey 
During The Revolutionary War.” Doctoral thesis, Rutgers University – New Brunswick, 1987. 
This dissertation describes and analyzes the proliferation of civil violence and guerrilla warfare during the Revolutionary war 
in the New Jersey Pine Barrens and contiguous coastal areas. In the colonial period the sub region was a politically, economically, 
and culturally marginal wilderness that nonetheless was not characterized by criminality or violence. Upon the outbreak of 
war, however, the forest was employed for one of the ancient uses of such "waste" places when it became a refuge and a base 
of operations for Loyalist irregulars and others of more questionable motivation. One of these individuals was John Bacon who 
was active in present day Ocean County and is examined in Chapter 8 “The Infernal Gang”; John Bacon. 

Hand, J.P., Stites, Daniel P. The Cape May Navy: Delaware Bays Privateers in the American Revolution. Charleston, SC: 
The History Press, 2018.  
The Delaware Bay during the Revolutionary War was vital for trade and home to a host of armed conflicts between British 
vessels and American privateers. Cape May County captains in their light, fast vessels captured dozens of British merchant 
ships off the Atlantic coast. At the Battle of Delaware Bay, Lieutenant Joshua Barney aboard the Hyder Ally overcame massive 
odds and defeated the British warship General Monk. Colonel Elijah Hand, local hero of the skirmish at Quinton's Bridge, took 
his military talents to the seas, where he dueled with Tory privateers. Still in his twenties, Yelverton Taylor captured the Triton 
with hundreds of Hessian soldiers on board. Authors James P. Hand and Daniel P. Stites chart the exciting history of the Cape 
May Navy in the War for Independence.
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The largest military engagement of the American Revolution in Ocean County. More patriots died 
from battle wounds at Egg Harbor than at Trenton. Count Casimir Pulaski’s Legion prevented British 
Capt. Patrick Ferguson’s force of 250 from carrying out a plan to attack Batsto Iron Works and stop 
supply shipments to General George Washington’s army. The British butchered patriots before  
retreating and finally abandoning their efforts to remove the nest of rebel pirates.

Less than three months after the British surrender at Yorktown, a band of pine robbers led by  
notorious Capt. John Bacon passed through Manahawkin in the dark hours of the night. Capt. Reuben 
Randolph’s Company 5, 2nd Monmouth Militia fired upon them. The sentries posted at the Baptist 
Church are said to have dozed off. The militia was half the size of Bacon’s gang, forcing a retreat. 
Capt. Randolph signed a petition (Nov. 12, 1781) to New Jersey Governor Livingston for protection 
“from the ravages” committed by these loyalist “creatures.” Patriot Lines Pangborn was killed and 
Patriot Sylvester Tilton was seriously wounded. 

DEFENSE OF EGG HARBOR -  
October 15, 1778

MANAHAWKIN SKIRMISH -  
December 31, 1781

R1

R2
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Approximately 200 red coats and local loyalists attacked the privateer base and salt works at Toms 
River. The Blockhouse force of just 25 fought back as loyalists burned the village to the ground, 
except for 2 loyalist homes. Patriot leader Capt. Joshua Huddy was among those captured and later 
hanged without a trial to avenge a loyalist death. Huddy’s execution stalled the Paris Peace Treaty 
negotiations and is known as the Asgill Affair. 

Patriot Privateer Capt. Andrew Steelman and 24 crewmen seized cargo from a sailing vessel that 
ran aground. Notified of their position by a loyalist spy, John Bacon’s troop ambushed the sleeping 
crew that night, killing 21 and seizing the cargo. Governor Livingston later issued a warrant for 
“Bloody John Bacon” to be “captured dead or alive” for his “many atrocious and murderous acts 
along the shores.” 

TOMS RIVER BLOCK HOUSE -  
March 24, 1782

LONG BEACH MASSACRE -  
October 1782

R3

R4
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The last documented land engagement of the American Revolution. After searching several days 
for John Bacon, the Burlington Militia stopped at Cedar Bridge Tavern. Notified of the militia’s 
position Bacon led a surprise attack and blocked their escape. A party of local townspeople came 
to his aid and allowed the wounded Bacon to escape. Patriot William Cook and loyalist Ichabod 
Johnson and John Reckless were killed. Others on both sides were injured.”

Likely the last recorded casualty of the American Revolution. Militiamen caught up with John 
Bacon at Rose’s Tavern (near Tuckerton.) Bacon attempted to evade capture but, wounded and  
outnumbered, surrendered. Regardless, Joel Cook, the brother of the William Cook killed at Cedar 
Bridge, bayoneted Bacon in the back “many times.” Patriots then attempted to bury Bacon under 
the crossroad at Arney’s Mount to prevent his soul from resting for all eternity.

AFFAIR AT CEDAR CREEK BRIDGE -  
December 27, 1782

DEATH OF JOHN BACON -  
April 03, 1783

R5

R6



Steve Schreiber (1969 - ) is a talented Toms River artist with a passion for 
bringing history to life through his meticulously crafted paintings and drawings. 
His work invites the viewer to feel the emotion of his subjects and creates a 
connection between the past and present. Schreiber says, “As a six-year-old, 
the excitement surrounding the Bicentennial lit a spark in me, and that interest 
has grown over the years”. Throughout our nation’s 250th Anniversary, Steve 
is committed to “feeling for the pulse of history with the tip of a brush.” Steve 
is a Gallery Coordinator for Toms River Artist Community (TRAC), at 40 
Main St., Toms River, NJ. His artwork is also available through his website: 
steveschreiberfineart.com. 
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Steve Schreiber

Painting Titles 
(from left to right) 

 
Painting A - Study Of  
A Continental Soldier 

 
Painting B -  

The Middletown Militia  
Secures their Prize 

 
Painting C -  

The Privateer

Steve Schreiber

A B

C
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Before European contact, the lands surrounding Cedar Bridge Tavern were home to a succession of  
Indigenous peoples. The migration of these people along the Cedar Bridge historic travel route is confirmed 
by the archeological evidence of “fire-cracked” rock by the bank of the north branch of the Wading River. 
 
The people that the Europeans encountered have been identified by several names. The British referred to 
them as the Delaware, named after a governor of Jamestown.  The people were traditionally known as the 
Lenni-Lenape, literally “men of men” and translated as “Original People.” Academics generally use the 
term Lenape. Their surviving descendants refer to themselves as the Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape Tribal Nation. 
Present day Ocean County contains some of the richest Native American archeological sites in New Jersey.  
 
Further information is provided by the Lenapehoking Reestablishment Project at LRProject.org. 
  
At the time of the American Revolution, Lenape and free African Americans often associated and formed 
families. William and Amos Cuffee of Manahawkin volunteered for the Patriot cause.  Their mother was 
Lenape and their father was African American.  The names of the Cuffee brothers’ parents are unknown, 
but each of the two sons ethnically identified themselves differently—one based on their mother’s lineage 
and the other based on their father’s. 

Lenapehoking
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The British Empire strictly regulated 
the production and distribution of salt, 
a basic and indispensable product for 
the preservation of food and the  
production of gun powder.  
 
 
For economic power reasons, the  
British imported salt from Liverpool 
in England. This process is documented 
in the book Salt: A World History 
(2002) by Mark Kurlansky. 
 
 
As part of the move to independence, 
a large number of salt works were  
developed along the New Jersey Shore.  
In particular, the area that is now 
Ocean County developed some of the 
most important salt works.   
 
 
The  Br i t i sh  and  the i r  l oya l i s t   
associates raided and destroyed many 
of these salt works numerous times 
during the Revolutionary war.  The 
patriots rebuil t  and the process   
repeated itself.  
 
Please consult the monograph on the 
topic: The Revolutionary Saltworks of 
the New Jersey Coast, Harry B. Weiss 
and Grace M. Weiss, 1959.

Winifred “Wini” Smart Quackenbush
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Old Revolutionary War Cannon –  
Mounted by Toms River Camera 
Club 1908  
The Toms River Court House cannon 
is said to have been found in the Toms 
River and is a relic of the 1782 Toms 
River Block House battle.  The valued 
artifact is claimed to have been buried 
on a local farm for a number of years 
to prevent vandalism.  

Whale boat capturing a merchant 
ship off Ocean County during the  
American Revolution  
This vivid painting depicts a scene by 
the Patriot privateers during the  
Revolution. The painting is the property 
of the Ocean County Historical Society.  
By Ocean County artist Francis J. 
McGinley (1928-2017), a well know 
Ocean County artist who was awarded 
the 2013 Lifetime Achievement in 
Ocean County Arts. 

The Carcass 
This artifact was discovered by a 
science field trip outside the Island 
Beach State Park over 30 years ago.  
Preliminary investigations suggest 
that it is a military weapon that would 
be covered in flammable liquid and 
perhaps contain iron fragments and 
gun powder.  The purpose of the item 
was to be set on fire and launched  
between ships at war intending to set 
fire to the enemy sails and rigging.  
Our carcass could date from the late 
18th century or early 19th century. 
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PPatatriots s Petetitionon fofor Protetectionon fromom Baconon 
 

To hisis ExExcellllency WiWilllliamiam Livingstivingston EsEsquiuirere ...... Goverernoror ...... overer the StatState 
of New Jerersey...... 
 
MaMay itit pleasase your ExExcellllency, 
 
Whereereasas the InInhabitantsabitants of the townswnshipip of Littittle EggEgg HaHarboror inin the countyunty 
of BuBurlingtington ...... & the ininhabitantsabitants of the adjajacentnt townswnshipip of StaStafffforord inin the 
countyunty of Monmnmoututh do susufffferer ...... foror the wantant of a mimilitiaitia oror Continntinentantal 
GuaGuard to Prorotect ...... [us][us] frorom the ravavages & devastatiastationsns of the rerefugugeeees    
[L[Loyayalists]ists] 
 
Whichch they arere committingmmitting everery dayay byby tatalklkinging anand trereatingating ...... [us][us] inin anan    
InInhumanumane & SaSavage mannmannerer ...... 
 
Thereereforeore, we your humbumble petitititionerers prayay your ExExcellllency to send a    
SuSufffficientnt guaguard to prorotect ...... [us][us] frorom those Crereatuatureres ...... [L[Loyayalists]ists] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adapdapteded fromrom ththe Origiiginal

Dateated d November 12, , 1781

The petitioners below (signatures not original) are from Little Egg Harbor 
in Burlington County and Stafford Township in Monmouth County.   
 
They are seeking help to handle the “ravages and destruction” by the  
loyalists who treat the patriots in an “inhuman and savage manner.”
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A Reward of Fifty Pounds Sterling  

Offered by the Governor and Council of the 

Province of New Jersey for the Capture

Fifth Company 

Reuben F. Randolph, Captain 

Manahawkin Militia

For Many Atrocious and Murderous Acts  

Along the Shores of Monmouth and  

Burlington Counties Ordered by the Board  

of Associated Loyalists William Franklin,  

Pres. and Governor of New Jersey

John Bacon is the villain in most Ocean County Revolutionary War 
stories.  The patriot forces do not seem to really focus on dealing with him 
until he robs a tax collector in Burlington County on December 25, 1782.  
Please take note of the fact that the patriots are offering £50 sterling – 
real coin backed by the government in London.  The patriots did not offer 
“Continentals,” paper money backed by an unproven, new nation.



The Ballad of John Bacon 
By Valerie Vaughn (August 15, 2004) 
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John Bacon came from my  
hometown but  
He remained loyal to the  
British Crown 
He was the hardest fighting  
loyalist around  
During the revolution 
 
 
Bacon was a robber with no  
previous crimes  
A privateer in revolutionary times 
The British gave him marks to  
cut colonial lines  
During the Revolution 
 
 
Chorus: 
He had the “Heroes Revenge” 
was no patriot’s friend 
At a tavern in West Creek  
is where he’d meet his end 
Striking fear in all hearts  
whenever his name was spoke 
Because no one ever laughed  
at “The Black Joke” 
 
 
Fighting the militia 1781  
The skirmish took place in  
Manahawkin 
At the Baptist church he  
killed Lines  
Prangbourne and 
Wounded Sylvester Tilton 

Then there was the Massacre at 
Barnegat Light  
Steelman caught a ship they were  
unloading that night 
Then Bacon killed those patriots a 
terrible sight  
For them there was no solution 
 
 
Chorus: 
He towed “The Alligator” 
back to New York 
A stronghold for the Brits 
throughout the war 
The “Heroes Revenge” was  
also sold at this port 
During the Revolution 
 
 
A man of the world based in  
old Tuckerton 
The hunt for his head had  
now begun 
A reward was set by  
Governor Livingston 
A man of great constitution 
 
 
Right around Christmas 1782 
Richard Shreve’s militia came a 
marching on through 
From Burlington to find the man 
that everyone knew 
During the Revolution



The Ballad of John Bacon 
By Valerie Vaughn (August 15, 2004) 
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The Burlington Militia could  
not catch our man  
At Cedar Bridge Tavern  
they’d refresh their plan 
Then Bacon snuck up on  
them and he took a new stand  
He caught them in the confusion 
 
 
Shreve’s militia left the tavern  
refreshed and renewed by  
That magical potion yes that  
mystical brew 
They were greeted by the muskets 
of well, you can guess who and 
It was a rude intrusion 
 
 
Chorus: 
They mustered up sobriety to  
take on that fight 
They were quite surprised that 
they were doing alright 
Then the locals took up guns  
to fight on John Bacon’s side 
During the revolution 
 
 
One significant casualty that  
this battle took was 
A local man named William Cook 
His brother wouldn’t let  
John Bacon off of the hook 
He’d soon make his contribution 

That brings us now to April 1783 
The Burlington Militia traveled  
to West Creek 
To avenge the death of will,  
to fight for liberty 
And bring us to a conclusion 
 
 
Sitting in a tavern at  
West Creek town  
Joel Cook shot John Bacon down 
They tied him to their horses and  
they dragged him around  
Ending the Revolution 
 
 
So, that concludes the Ballad  
of John Bacon 
Though on the losing side still  
a native son 
I’m proud to be standing on  
the ground they fought on  
Because we won the Revolution!! 
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The First Continental Congress 
September 5 – October 26, 1774 

56 of Delegates from 12 Colonies 
Charles Thomson - Secretary 

Carpenter Hall, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Largest City in Colonies - About 40,000 inhabitants  

 
New Jersey Delegates Selected at Statewide convention 

Convention had participants from each County 
New Brunswick - July 23, 1774

Stephen Crane (1709-1780) Judge (65 at time of Congress) 
John DeHart (1728-1795) Judge (46 at time of Congress) 
James Kinsey (1731-1803) Judge (43 at time of Congress) 
William Livingston (1723-1790) Lawyer – Publisher –  

future Governor of NJ (51 at time of Congress) 
Richard Smith (1735-1803) Lawyer – (39 at time of Congress) 

 
   Information adapted from The Story of the First Continental Congress.   
   CL Gammon.  2011. 
   Photo credits: Wikipedia.  

U.S. Capitol, Public Domain via Wikipediacommons.



DAN SOPER LIBERTY BELL
Daniel Soper (1933-2014), descendant of Revolutionary War Patriots, crafted this yoke 
and frame as an ode to the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia. Mr. Soper, of Manahawkin, 
was a professional cabinet maker and woodworker. He completed this project around 
1994 with physical limitations as a result of a stroke. Thomas J. Guinta (1921-2011), 
a descendant of Italian-American immigrants, repurposed the carriage and wheels. The 
bell came from Tuckerton, allegedly salvaged from a shipwreck off Long Beach  
Island.  
Dan Soper was descended from American Revolutionary War Patriots who served in 
the Manahawkin Militia (Company 5, 2nd Monmouth). The Soper family fought in 
most of the local conflicts against Loyalist John Bacon and his gang. In fact, prior to 
the Revolution, the boatbuilding Soper family employed John Bacon at Soper’s landing. 
Bacon became the area’s most notorious Pine Robber and repeatedly harassed the Soper 
family.  
The bell is on loan from the collection of the Stafford Township Historical Society.
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