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Commissioner Robert S. Arace

| —Greetings {rom

available for family enjoyment including the return of
the DelMarva Dock Dogs, demonstrations,

presentations, archery, games and crafts.

The Ocean County virtual archives include Hurley
Conklin Awardees, Decoy Show program stories, and

videos found online: hetps://co.ocean.njus/OC/ch/

The Pinelands Jamboree at Wells Mills County Park in
Waretown will be Saturday, October " from 10 AM —
430 PM. The Lenapehoking Restoration Project will
have a disp]ay. The historic Cedarview Lodge will be
open to the public for tours and live music on the
porch. Pinelands Antique Engines will have an
interactive display including a “donkey” railroad.

Albert Hall will provide live music on the main stage.

Commemoration of the 243rd anniversary of the Affair
at Cedar Bridge is scheduled for 10 AM to 4 PM,
Sunday, December 7th (snow date Sunday, January 4™,
2026) at Cedar Bridge Tavern Ocean County Historic
Site, 200 Old Halfway Road, Barnegat, NJ. You will
witness a recreation of the last documented land
engagement of the American Revolution, traditional
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On behalf of the Ocean County Board of Commissioners, I welcome
you to the Fall 2025 issue of Ocean County: Out & About, A Free
Newsguide to Arts & Heritage Events.

Ocean County’s arts and history organizations provide a rich tapestry
of programs for your enjoyment. Please check with the sponsoring

organizations or oceancountytourism.com/frmEvents for updated

event listings.

Many Ocean County municipalities have adopted the NJ250 resolution
commemorating the 250" anniversary of American Independence. 1

encourage all municipalities in Ocean County to participate.

The Ocean County Board of Commissioners is pleased to host the 43rd
Old Time Barnegat Bay Decoy & Gunning Show on September 27th and

28" at Tip Seaman County Park in Tuckerton. Activities will be

music, games, refreshments, history tours, a period
sutler and an 18" century tavern display. (All events

subject to change without prior notice.)

I note with regret the passing of Arthur “Artie” J.
Birdsall (1949-2025) beloved resident of Point
Pleasant, a renowned decoy maker and recipient of
the 2018 Hurley Conklin Award and the 2021 Ocean

County Lifetime Achievement in the Arts Award

heeps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xXsx9FcFMTs.

Nomination forms for future awardees and lists of
past awardees are at:

heep://www.co.ocean.nj.us/ch/frmSalute Awards.aspx.

I encourage our residents and visitors to enjoy all the
arts and history events in Ocean County this fall. It’s
the perfect time of year to experience all the best

Ocean County has to offer.

Commissioner Robert S. Arace
Chairman of Ocean County Cultural & Heritage
Commission, a division of Ocean County

Department of Parks & Recreation
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Folklife at Cloverdale Farm County Park

By Pat Johnson

Find Ocean County’s Cloverdale Farm County Park
down an unpaved road just off the Garden State Parkway
Exit 67 for Barnegat. The park was originally a cranberry
and Christmas tree farm. Surrounded by development on
three sides, entering the park is like stepping back in time
into an oasis of calm. The 80 acres of bogs, farm buildings
and wooded uplands are open from dawn to dusk for

hiking and un-motorized trail biking on your own but

they also offer a slew of guided nature walks and folk art

Volunteer Chrissy Yang takes care of the butterfly garden.

programs. Photo credit: Pat Johnson.

Cloverdale Program Coordinator Patricia Trasferini said “We can prou dly say that the Ocean County Parks and

Cloverdale has been a welcoming place for people to Recreation Department is helping o carry on New
explore the ares—particularly folk ares. Jersey’s age-old traditions, one patron at a time thanks

“In today’s stressful world, we are seeing more and more to these talented instructors. The beauty of my job
people exploring the arts as a form of art therapy. comes when I see that patron return the next time,
Cloverdale is a wonderful place because I truly believe the maybe with a friend or family member to share the
beautiful setting of the facility and the personalities of experience; thus helping spread tradition to yet
the instructors create an environment that feels like another Ocean County or New Jersey resident.”

home,” she said. L. ) .
Basket making instructor Mary May said teaching at

Trasferini has developed relationships with many local Cloverdale has been a wonderful experience.
craftspeople and enjoys facilitating the programs in the “Especially after the isolation of COVID, people have
spacious, handicapped accessible program room. been craving social experiences and they can do that

while they learn a new craft. I have between five to

“As the instructors guide the patrons, you can really
twelve students per class and many repeat customers

see their passions for their artisan trade unfold. At who have developed lasting friendships. T do meet the

Cloverdale, you get a true sense of community as ) e
You g Y nicest people and the facility is a good one—clean,

people of various backgrounds, ages, and ability levels airy, and very welcoming”

relax, laugh and talk while learning a new skill.

—— " -

May said she is sure to stretch herself to
reach every attendee—especially making
sure she helps beginners or people with

The American cra ciniu , : ' | limited abilities, those who may be

is native to North
have been derive

struggling. “I'm conscientious of people’s

white flower to the face,

abilities.”

Patricia Transferini in the Cloverdale program room
with cmnberr_v disp]ay board.

- Photo credit: Pat Johnson.
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The park setting also opens new activities beyond the

visitors’ center Trasferini added.

“More recently, we have been seeing the patrons
attending arts programs go for a walk before or after the
program, enjoying lunch at the picnic tables or taking in
the views from our newest addition to the park, a dock.
The dock was built by our talented special maintenance
staff from a donation of supplies provided by the
Women’s Club at Mirage, a senior community next to the
park. Cloverdale’s volunteer crew created two beautiful
rustic cedar benches for the dock, making it the perfect

place to sit back and enjoy the day.

“This lictle park is truly a gem and is worth a visit,
especially during our cranberry harvest season that
runs from early September to mid-October. We offer
cranberry tours of the bogs and the packing house to
show the patrons how cranberries were once sorted
and separated before being sold to local restaurants,

bakeries, and grocery stores.”

For a complete listing of upcoming programs, please
visit the Ocean County Parks & Recreation website
for the most up to date newsleteer:

https:/ / oceancountyparks.org/
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Jackson Pines revive the

“Unquiet Grave”

The Ocean Cultural and

Heritage Commission

County
celebrates the
stories of the county and works to
preserve them. Part of that has been
recognizing and recording the talents of
folk artists like Valerie Vaughn, ‘New
Jersey’s Troubadour’ and now, Jackson
Pines, a group deeply interested in
resurrecting the music of the Pine
Barrens, has been recorded. Joe
Macoviecki and James Black created
Jackson Pines in 2016. They perform folk
and original music locally and around

the country.

Recently the Ocean County Cultural and Heritage
Commission sponsored the production of Jackson Pines
performing “The Unquiet Grave.” Brendan Walsh of Oak

Leaf Productions produced the video.

The “Unquiet Grave” tells the tale of a heartbroken suitor
of a maiden who has died and although he has mourned
her as custom declared, for a year and a day—he can’t stop

wishing for a kiss from her “cold, clay lips.”

His pining over the ghost of love awakens the maiden’s
spirit to complain that he’s keeping her from eternal rest.
She tells him to get back to life, “Until God calls you

away.”

The Child Ballads are 305 traditional folk songs collected
with multiple variations by Harvard scholar Francis
James Child (1825-1869) in English and Scottish Ballads,
1882-1898. These ballads preserve centuries-old stories of
love, loss, and folklore. Inspired by the fieldwork of the
Lomaxes, folklorist Herbert Halpert obtained a WPA
New Deal grant in 1938 to record folk songs passed down
by oral tradition. He recorded extensively in the New
Jersey Pine Barrens, mostly in Ocean County. These

recording included many Child Ballads that had survived
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By Pat Johnson

Jackson Pines performing. Photo credit: Ocean County.

almost unchanged since immigrants first brought
them across the Atlantic hundreds of years before.
Although commonly remembered in England and
Ireland, “The Unquiet Grave” (Child ballad #78) has
only been found in North America in Newfoundland,
Kentucky, and finally in Collier’s Mills, Ocean

County.

“A lot of people think these kinds of ballads were
only sung in the Appalachians but we found that
people were singing them in New Jersey all the time,”
said Macoviecki, who picked “The Unquiet Grave” for
the video. “What we learned is that there was this
student in Columbia University, Herbert Alpert, that
got a grant from the WPA (Works Project
Administration) and in 1937 and 38, he recorded
musicians in the Pine Barrens of Burlington and
Ocean Counties. In 1938 he recorded Alan Clevinger
who lived on Magnolia Road in Burlington singing,

“The Unquiet Grave.”

“There were other songs that figure in New Jersey,”
said Macoviecki, “There’s a song, “Come all you
Lakehurst Rummies,” played during Temperance

times, and ‘This Colliers Mills is a Fine Place.” One of



the group’s favorites is “Mt. Holly Jail,” originally
recorded in 1936 and sung by Oliver Minny, a musician of
Lenape and African American descent. Macoviecki gives
much credence and gratitude to the Pinelands Cultural
Society and the original musicians who played at the
Albert Brothers’ (_]oe and George Albert) Homeplace and
went on to form the Society’s Albert Hall in Waretown
where folk and bluegrass music is played every Saturday
night. Macoviecki is particularly interested in the music
of both Merce Ridgway Sr. and Jr.

Ridgway Sr. formed a group called the Pinchawkers who
were recorded and promoted by folklorist Dorothea Dix
Lawrence in the 1940%s. Ridgway Jr. went on to play at the
Homeplace. Both Ridgway’s wrote their own folk songs

of the Pine Barrens culture.

Macoviecki has received permission from Merce Ridgway
Jr's widow Arlene to play and record songs written by
Merce Ridgway Sr. of the original Pinchawkers and by
Merce Ridgway Jr. of the second Pinchawkers.

Though they grew up in Jackson Township (hence the
name of their group) on the fringe of the Pinelands,
Macoviecki and Black spent much of their youth

adventuring in the thick forests of pines and oaks.

In thﬁ past fCW years thﬁy released two albums O{"

Pinelands tunes, “Pine Barrens Vol. 17 and “Vol. 2” to

Jackson Pines performing. Photo credit: Ocean County.

. - \ g
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ieritical acclaim. “Why are we doing this? Releasingo-
year-old, 100-year-old and 400-year-old songs at a
time when people are interested in “What's next?”
Macoviecki asks rhetorically on his website, “Because
this is what some folk music really sounds like where

we grew up, where the pines meet the bay.”

The performers on the video are Macoviecki on
guitar, James Black on upright base, Cranston Dean
on mandolin and Max Carmichael on wooden flute.
The video is available on the County’s website and
Jackson Pines has been given the right to use it on

their own website.

On August 23, Jackson Pines headlined The New
Jersey Folk Festival in South Brunswick and in
September, they will be playing with Cole Quest, the
grandson of folk legend Woody Guthrie. That special
free performance at Albert Hall in Waretown is on a
Friday, September 26, 5:30 doors open and 6:30
performance. Visitors to the Old Time Barnegat Bay
Decoy & Gunning Show can watch them perform on
Saturday, September 27, 11:30 — 1:30 at Tip Seaman

County Park in Tuckerton.

Visit the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage
Commission YouTube page to view the
Unquiet Grave video:

heeps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vabHcVEre-M




Lenapehoking Reestablishment Project

The Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission is
pleased to welcome members of the Lenapehoking

Reestablishment Project to a number of events this fall.

Ty Dancing Wolf Ellis is the founder and CEO of the
Lenapehoking Reestablishment Project (LRP) located on
the border of Salem and Cumberland Counties. Alchough
the organization was formally established in 2023, Ellis
said it has been in progress for ten years. Lenapehoking
means lands of the Lenape and that encompasses all of
New Jersey, parts of Delaware, Pennsylvania and New
York. According to their website, LRP is dedicated to the
promoting of Lenape Awareness while supporting tribal

youth.

“The project was started by citizens of the Nanticoke
Lenni-Lenape Tribal Nation of New Jersey; LRP is an
entity working outside of the capacity of the originating
Nation. It prides itself on existing for the people, by the
people with roots in Lenapehoking—the lands of our
ancestors. We hope to first build up a following of our
surrounding communities and organizations that can

assist in bringing the public awareness as well as
i *“-"- _‘h
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By Pat Johnson

establishing footholds within our territory. We are
currently limited to the Lenape of the area but with
intentions to extend to all nations in Lenapehoking as
well as descendants of Lenape people who were once

displaced from the lands of their ancestors.”

The LRP is promoting indigenous arts, dance and
song performances plus craft workshops teaching
traditional crafts such as beadwork, leatherwork,
bone jewelry, dream catchers, pine needle work and
drum making. While teaching traditional crafts, the
facilitators also teach Lenape culture and history, said
Ellis.

The organization recently assisted in the formation of
a Youth Group Indigenous Youth of Lenapehoking
(AKA the Cohanzick Nature Reserve Youth Group)
and currently provides workshops under the
partnership of the Native American Advancement
Corporation (NAAC). They just recently held their
fourth Annual Youth Retreat at the Cohanzick

Nature Reserve, 63 acres now stewarded by the

NAAC, for the second year in a row. The event

i

Ty Dancing Wolf Ellis and Trinity Norwood traditional performance.

Photo credit: Lenapehoking Reestablishment Project.




brought together Lenape youth and sister and surrounding
communities, such as Taino, White Mountain Apachee,
Nanticoke, Wampanoag, Upper Mattaponi, Rappahannock,

and more.

This year the youth group visited the National Museum of the
American Indian in Washington D.C. and during a tour of
the collections were given special dispensation to touch some
of the artifacts without gloves, artifacts that are considered
“ancestors,” said Ellis. “There was a lot of energy around that,”

said Ellis. “It was good to see how they are being cared for.”

LRP will be teaching Lenape history and culture during the
Pinelands Jamboree at Wells Mill County Park on October 11
where they will offer Indigenous art for sale. They will have a

cornhusk doll making craft for children.

Cedar Bridge County Historic Site will welcome
members of LRP for a dream catcher Workshop on
November 6. The following week, LRP members will
host a bead-making workshop at the Ocean County
Library in Toms River, November 13 at 6:30 p.m. And
Ty Dancing Wolf Ellis will be the keynote speaker at
the Student Leadership Conference at Ocean County

College on October 29, 2025.

LRP Youth Group and

National Museum of the Ameri
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at the National Museum of

Kiyleen Kenton of the White Mou

Events that draw crowds in which LRP encourages
people to visit are the “Pow-Wows”, where Indigenous
People from multiple communities come together to
sing, drum, dance, and educate the public. The Pow-
Wows that mean the most to LRP, as the individuals
who founded LRP are a part of these communities,
are the Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape Strawberry Moon
Pow-Wow held annually at the Cumberland County
Fairgrounds, NJ, the first weekend in June, and the
Nanticoke Pow-Wow held at Hudson Fields in
Milton, DE, the first weekend in September.



OLD TIME BARNEGAT BAY DECOY & GUNNING SHOW

Ocean County Parks & Recreation
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43RD OLD TIME BARNEGAT BAY

DECOY «&
GUNNING SHOW

The Ocean County Board of Commissioners and the Ocean

County Department of Parks & Recreation welcomes you to the
2025 Old Time Barnegat Bay Decoy & Gunning Show at Stanley
“Tip” Seaman County Park.

Check out the Activity Tent for new crafts and games for all
ages. Weave a take-home gift with master basket maker Mary
May, soap carving, decoy demonstrators, paint a flatcie decoy,
and compete in folk art-themed games! On the baseball field,
visitors can even try their hand at archery. And don’t forget to
pick up a scavenger hunt for the little ones!

The Delmarva Dock Dogs have returned and demonstrations
have been added to the Retriever section in the park! At the
Presentation Tent, explore special decoy exhibits and movies
both days and watch a round table event at tpm on Sunday.
Enjoy musical performances 9-4 on Saturday and 9-3 on Sunday.
Between sets, visit the Mobile Education Trailer from the NJ
Fish and Wildlife with interactive exhibits and displays on the
local environment. The Tuckerton Seaport & Baymen’s Museum
will offer free admission and guided creek tours both days!

Exhibitors will be displaying and selling items such as
decorative and working decoys, wildlife art and photos, outdoor
clothing, hunting and fishing supplies, antiques, hunting guide
services, and more. Environmental non—profits will be offering
hands-on activities for kids. Visit the Decoy Tent to watch the
judging of some of the over 50 contests and learn more about
what makes our local folk art so special.

George Strunk and Mark Ford are awarded the Hurley
Conklin Award, John Holloway and Jim Allen are awarded the
Hall of Fame Award, Harry M. Shourds and Rube Corlies are
honored through the Heritage Award. For more information
visit the archive at: heeps://co.ocean.nj.us/OC/ch/

Parking is available at Pinelands Regional High School,
Tuckerton Seaport, and Freedom Fields County Park. A free
shuttle buses will drop you off at the show sites from 8:30 AM -
5:00 PM both days. Be sure to visit us again next year on

September 26 & 27, 2026!
OUT & ABOUT | 9



Decoy Show Hurley Conklin Awardee:
George Strunk

George Strunk started carving ducks when a neighbor
moved next to his family’s summer cabin on the Delaware
Bay shoreline and hung out a Decoy sign. The neighbor
was noted decoy carver James P. Hand, protége of Hurley

Conklin himself.

“He started bui]ding a house and my father and brother
asked if I wanted to meet the new neighbor so we went
over and he was out chopping decoys. I got talking to
him and he asked if I wanted to try it and I said sure—so
he chopped me out a blank and I took it home and
would bring it back and he would show me more. It was
a square lictle bufflehead. I think I ' had a pocket-knife
and a rasp—I don’t know what I used exactly. My main

goal was to have something to hunt with.”

Strunk was born in 1958 and lives in Glendora, New
Jersey, just around the block from where he grew up. He
carves decoys full time now after retiring from his work
as a Union ironworker when he worked on buildings in

Philadelphia and Atlantic City.

[

|

George Strunk, 2025. Photo Credit: Pat Johnson.

Strunk mainly carves Delaware style decoys but also

enjoys carving Barnegat Bay style birds, what he started

with. “Jamie carved Barnegat style and so did I until I met Even if I didn’t get a table I always go. You meet a lot

a guy around here (Glendora) who asked me Why [ wasn’t of people you don’t see all year so it’s good. I've been

carving Delaware style, so I started that. I still do domg it for so 10ng, Tknow Just about everybody —ies

Barnegat Bay style occasionally.” The difference between fun, it's a great show.

the styles is the Delaware ‘puddle’ birds have carved wing  Strunk, like many boys in rural areas, started hunting
tips and more details than the traditional Barnegat Bay rabbits when he was 12 with his brother and cousins.
decoy. He didn’t have far to go as there were extensive

woodlands and a creek near his home. “I grew up on

He also carves shorebird stuck-ups, and upland birds the same block where I live now. Timber Creek is

like plovers, grousc, quail and woodcock. He has been across the road and 1 used to hunt ic uncil che 90’s. It

a regular vendor at the Ocean County Decoy and was nothing to walk down the street and cross the

Gunning Show starting in 1986. He has also won railroad tracks with your gun and dog and people

ribbons in the various decoy-carving contests. would ask—How'd you do? But with urban sprawl I

can’t do that now. It was a totally different world.”
OUT & ABOUT | 10



When at his parent’s cabin in Goshen he hunted ducks with

his brother from a makeshift blind. Later as a young man he

hunted with Jamie Hand and another noted decoy carver,
Bob White. He learned a lot about painting from White—
who wasn’t a ‘teacher’ but was fine with letting a young

carver watch and learn.

“I watched everybody I could—that’s if someone would let

you watch ’em.”

Strunk said he doesn’t hunt as much as he used to. “As
you get older it’s a bit harder, but I was a fanatical duck
hunter when I was young...I clean them and cook them.
With ducks I BBQ them or roast them sometimes...I read
a recipe where you put an inch of Coca-cola in the pan.
But the best way I like to cook duck is in a stew with
onions, potatoes and carrots. The best eating ducks are
teal, wood ducks, mallards, pintails... I also shoot quail
and doves. Doves are the best eating. I used to have a
cabin in Maine and I shot grouse. They’re the best eating.

I don’t shoot anything I don’t eat.”

Hunting birds has been a boon to Strunk’s decoy carving.
“You get to handle them, see them up close—it helps. But

today there are such great pictures on the Internet.”

In his workshop behind his home in Glendora,
finished, semi-finished and just-begun decoys are
scattered around his workbenches. He keeps a very
neat shop—tools and paints all have their place

within arms length.
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Gull carving by George Strunk. Photo Credit: Guyette & Deeter.

He likes to start with a chunk of Jersey cedar or
northern cedar from Maine and adds details to his
decorative birds-- beaks in poplar, glass eyes. He uses
a pattern and then starts to chop out the body of the
bird and the separate head using a hatchet. Then
trims and forms them using a draw blade, gouges and

knife.

“I like painting and I consider myself still learning,
There are certain brush strokes that you learn—I'm
always trying something new—I'm more relaxed

painting than I used to be.”

Strunk’s decoys are now collector’s items and after 40
plus years, he has the ability to, “...do what I feel like
doing—I don’t want to take a lot of orders I can’c fill.

[ have enough people who know me and want to buy

stuff and they usually ask, “What are you working on?

I did deadlines for years and I think they come out
beteer if you do something you want to do. That’s

where | am now.”

OUT & ABOUT |
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Decoy Show Hurley Conklin Awardee:

Mark Ford

Mark Ford says at age 60 he’s too
young to win the Hurley Conklin
Award but he has accepted

reluctantly. Ford was born on
November 4, 1964 and grew up on
Dock Road in Parkertown. He was
perfectly situated to become a
Barnegat Bay style decoy carver;
carver Mutt Cramer lived across the
street and carver Rob Daley lived
nearby on Route 9. Cramer taught
him how to use a band saw and
Daley was always around to show

the adolescent Ford his work.

“Daley added artistic flair to a decoy that was different
from the norm. He was a real artist.” Ford said Daley
would “rough cut a dozen bodies in a day and then decide
what they would be in the following days,” said Ford. “He
would ask me —“What does that look like?” And I'd say,
‘Looks like a broadbill or a black duck, and he'd say, ‘Ok,

hbdl

that’s what it will be.

Can genetics be part of a craftsmen’s story? Frank
Lamson and my great Uncle Calvin Hickman were all
decoy carvers and boat builders. My Great Uncle Lamson

taught Hurley Conklin to carve,” said Ford.

Ford’s early life living on Dock Road was where he
witnessed the baymen’s way of life—clamming, fishing,
boat building and decoy making——all were ordinary
pursuits by extraordinary men. Through the years Ford
met most of the local carvers and baymen and heard lots

of their stories, which he treasures.

OUT & ABOUT | 12

By Pat Johnson
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Mark Ford at Tip Seaman County Park, :

Photo credit: Pat Johnson.

When Ford was in the 11" grade at Pinelands
Regional High School he took a carving class with
local carver John Holloway. His real opportunity to
hone his craft came by the side door at Rodger West’s

Clam House in Tuckerton where Ford went to work.

“There was a boat shop attached to the clam house
and I was allowed to use it to make decoys. It was a
great place to carve.... I built a gunning garvey in it
and it won first place at the Old Time Barnegat Bay
Decoy and Gunning Show in 1988, my first award.”

“Around that time a gentleman said to my Dad, “That
kid is really a good carver. He's going to win awards
someday.” My Dad said, “You won't have to wait too
long... and in 1989, I won Best of Show at the Old
Time Barnegat Bay Decoy and Gunning Show for my
Broadbill, in 2004 for my Brant and 2012 for my Red-

breasted merganser.”



Ford decoys.
Photo credit: Pat Johnson.

In 1992, he made a rig of 12 black ducks for the Decoy
Show which came in 4 place. But he was determined. “I
said to myself, T'm not stopping until I get that trophy.’

And [ won it in 2010.”

Ford grew up to be a carpenter with his father and is
particularly good at finish work. Today he owns his own
carpentry business, Home Repairs and Improvement. His
decoy carving workshop is a converted chicken coop, heated
in winter by a wood stove and in summer by the catch-as-

catch can breezes. He also restored boats fOl" 40 years.

He can sometimes work 17 hours straight in the shop if he
is painting decoys for a show, he said. His work ethic has
won him numerous ribbons. Last year alone he won a
dozen awards at the Old Time Barnegat Bay Decoy and
Gunning Show including a first for his bufflehead in the
Contemporary Antique Duck category. In 2011, the New
Jersey Decoy Collectors Association honored him with

the Decoy Carver of the Year award.

“I've always appreciated and enjoyed the friendly
competition at the Old Time Barnegat Bay Decoy Show. I
have a lot of good memories of friends and fellow

carvers,” he added.

“My Uncle Kenny Maxwell was a Hurley Conklin Award
winner and a self-made man. I told him once, “You are
like George Bailey, you're the richest man in town. You
raised four kids on a baymen’s common sense approach to

life and they were all successful.”

Some decoy carvers won’t give up their secrets—they

jealously guard techniques and paint recipes—but Ford is

OUT & ABOUT | 13

of a different stripe. Like his heroes, Cramer and
McKindlass, he is generous with his time and talent.

He teaches the Youth Carving class at the Tuckerton
Seaport with Gene Marshall and his friend and fellow
carver Malcolm Robinson. It was Robinson who

started the Youth Carving Club.

“I feel obligated to share —It's really a pleasure to
show these kids at the Seaport to carve. I don’t want

to carry any secrets,” said Ford.

“Ive been so fortunate to know Howard Ware, Dick
McKindlass, Mutt Cramer, Rocky Wycoff and talk to
Harland Price — all those old-timers--that lifestyle is
gone.” But thanks to Ford and others that keep the

traditions alive the stories continue.

“It’s a lovely hobby,” said Ford. “There’s nothing like
the feeling of a sharp knife and a nice piece of cedar.

And I'm still learning as I go.”

-

Canada Goose by Mark Ford in

jorkshop, 2025.
Photo credit: Pat Johnson.




Decoy Show Hall of Fame Awardee:

By Pat Johnson & Catherine McLearen Jlm Allen

As in many institutions, we sometimes take for granted
the history and men behind their inception. The Michael
T. Mangum Hall of Fame Award was created to rectify
that. Decoy collector Jim Allen of Tuckerton has rightly
been given the award for his contributions to the Old
Time Barnegat Bay Decoy and Gunning Show and

perpetuating the traditions of the Barnegat Bay over the

decades.

Allen is also a founding member of the New Jersey Decoy
Collectors Association. Because of his expertise he is a
consultant for Copley Fine Art Auctions and he had his

own business, Decoy Heritage.

The Old Time Barnegat Bay Decoy and Gunning Show
started when Allen was secretary of the New Jersey Decoy
Collectors Association and they wanted to use Ocean
County’s Tip Seaman Park for a buy, swap, sell. He asked
Ocean County Parks and Recreation Naturalist Mike

Mangum.

“Mike said, “Why don’t we just do a show?” and basically
off it went. The Decoy Show from day one really put the

stamp on the Tuckerton area,” said Allen.

Mangum recounted that Allen had a bigger vision for the
show and what it could be than other members of the
Collectors Association. The Show, thought Mangum and
Allen, should represent all facets of waterfowling and
should be for a wider audience not only for the dedicated
local collectors. This is the 43rd decoy show and Allen has
been involved all along. Allen was on the Decoy Show
Committee from the beginning. He did appraisals for a
couple of years and he still sets up a table of the decoys he
can part with. He also judges some of the decoy carving

contests.

Allen’s favorite contest to compete in was the

Waterfowling contest which included rowing a

Jim Allen, 2025.
Photo credit: Pat Johnson.

Sneakbox onto Lake Pohatong and setting up a rig of
decoys. “Jimmy and Shaun Mann partnered on that

contest and they were the masters,” Mangum recalled.

While advocating for new additions to the show each
year to attract new people, Allen was also critical in
convening the heavy hitting collectors to bring
1egitimacy and quality judging to the show, the likes
of which included; Somers Headley, Doc Conover,

and Johnny Hillman.

Allen has also served on the board of the Barnegat
Bay Decoy and Baymens’ Museum (Tuckerton
Seaport) from the very beginning. “The main reason
it was started was to have a place to educate the kids
on the way of the baymen; not just duck hunting, but

clamming, oystering, fishing.”
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The museum was started in 1991 and opened in 1993. It
was an outgrowth of the Decoy Show and was built

entirely by volunteers. The Museum was such a success
that a bigger project was envisioned and the Tuckerton

Seaport 0p€l’1€d in 2000.

When Allen was about 16 or 17, he started on his decoy-
collecting trajectory when he a pioneer early collector
and duck hunter John Hillman would stop at the gas
pumps to fill up his duck boat before heading out to bay.

One day, Allen was cleaning one of the old duck shanty’s
on Middle Island and found a sack of wooden decoys that
he was allowed to keep because the guys didn’t want

them. He asked Hillman to stop by to look at them.

Allen recounted, “[Hillman] said, ¢ —Oh these are nice'—

Course, I didn’t know anything. He offered me $25 a piece
and [ just about fainted. I had five of them and, here’s the
cool part, he said, ‘Tll take four of them but you keep one.

That started me COHCCtil’lg.

“Three years later we're at the waterfowl show in
Easton, Maryland. I'm sitting with John at his table

and a guy walks up and John pulls out one of those
black ducks.

“He says, Tl take it. Well, he reaches in his pocket
and out comes a roll of hundreds. He paid $300 for it.
The gentlemen goes away and Johnny turns to me and

says, ‘So, Jim, did you learn anything?”

“After he passed, his collection was sold for over $5

million in 1996.”

Allen treasures a decoy from Hillman’s personal
gunning rig. “John was a hunter. I took him duck
hunting one day and he wanted to use all his old
decoys to hunt over. I was afraid they'd get ruined by
shot but he said ‘~don’t worry about it Jim, that’s

what they are for.”

L to R: Dick Morton, Bob Seabrook, John Hillman, Roger Dunn, Fred Ellenberg, Jim Allen, John Holloway at Batsto Village.
Photo credit: Jim Allen.
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Decoy Show Hall of Fame Awardee:
JOhn Holloway By Grove Conrad

John Holloway has been an integral part of this 43rd Show
since it’s 1983 beginning; it is fitting that this Hall of
Fame (HOF) award follows Mike Mangum’s inaugural

HOF award ac last year’s show.

In 1983, Mr. Mangum enlisted John to develop the
original contest rules and from that initial show Mr.
Holloway has not only been on the show committee but
served as a contest judge, supervised countless head
whittling events and has donated his original carvings for
awards and raffles. John was the author of the Barnegat
Bay & Delaware River Decoy Contests, the essence of the
show. John rarely ever missed a show meeting and did

whatever was necessary to continually improve the show.

John always promoted the idea of adding as many facets to
the show as possible to attract a wider audience including
families. Show coordinator Mike Mangum listened to that
advice and the show grew exponentially. The show was
always intended to be more than just decoys. At its peak,
the show was attracting over 40,000 visitors and 600
vendors at Tip Seaman County Park, Pinelands High
School & Middle School, the Tuckerton First Aid Building

and the Tuckerton Seaport.

John Holloway was born in Haddonfield, New Jersey in
September 1935, almost to the day ninety years ago. As a
young man he spent considerable time at his facher’s
Parkertown house doing those “gunning” things boys do
along the bay learning from old fashioned baymen such as
Harlan Price, Bill Thomas and Pete Peterson. During
those early years in Parkertown, hanging out at Jay
Parker’s shop and watching Parker make all manner of
decoys and whimsical carvings would be a beginning for
70 years of John producing some of New Jersey’s finest
folk-art. Besides being a world class decoy carver John
along with his nephew Jeft Holloway began building

sne akboxes.

John Holloway receiving a Decoy Show carving award.
Photo credit: Ocean County

Holloway’s Ecoley Mortuary College degree led to a
state mortician’s license then funeral director for
Jeftries and Keats of Atlantic City. There, in Atlantic
City, he met Ruth Sheppard, the nurse daughter of
Atlantic City’s well-known Doctor Sheppard - they
would marry and produce son Bret and daughter
Robin. Following his AC years, John opened his own
funeral home along the Delaware in Florence NJ.
Being in the business of dying, most of the clients
never returned. So, John sold the business and
returned to the Parkertown of his youth and there
became a full-time bayman and maker of award-
winning decoys.
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His Burton Drive shop not only produced decoys7 and all
manner of bird carvings but also showcased his signature
bird trees. He built a shop and raised finches, along with
the attendant mice, and installed an old barber’s chair
where he sat while the chips flew. From that old barber’s
chair he, like Jay Parker before him, gave impromptu
lessons and his skill sets were passed on to a score of
present-day decoy carvers. According to Holloway: “I had

no secrets and shared whac 1 did.”

During those “Barber Chair* years fellow Barnegat Bay
decoy makers Tom Rider, Jim West and Herb Miller
became friendly competition and from these friendships
developed a unique Jersey “school-of-style™; whereupon
countless ribbons and honors were gathered by all four

men.

In 2010, Holloway agreed to accept the time-honored
Hurley Conklin Award and in 2016 entered the New
Jersey Decoy Collectors’ Hall of Fame. This year, the
committee and staff of the Old Time Barnegat Bay Decoy
and Gunning Show was honored to award Mr. Holloway
the Michael T. Mangum Hall of Fame Award.

-

WA =g
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Loon decoy by John Holloway.

Photo credit: Guyette & Deeter.
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Decoy Show Heritage Award:

Harry M. Shourds (1892-1944)

The name Shourds has been a household word in the
decoy Collecting community for as long as Americans
have been collecting and preserving the painted wooden

gunning decoys of the early carvers.

Harry Vinuckson Shourds of Tuckerton N. J. was likely
the first of that family to carve lightweight, hollow “stool
ducks” of the native Atlantic White Cedar, (also known as
swamp cedar or Jersey cedar). Harry V. is known not just
for the artistic merit and quality of construction of his
decoys, but also for the large numbers of decoys he
produced. He was one of the few if not the only maker
who shipped his decoys up and down the east coast as far

south as the Carolinas.

A carpenter by trade, H. V. Shourds and his wife, Mary
Bartholomew Shourds had three daughters and one son.
That son, Harry Mitchell Shourds would follow in his
facher’s footsteps when it came to carving decoys, though
he worked as a house painter and painting contractor for

most of his life.

Harry Mitchell Shourds holds the distinction of being a
native son of Tuckerton but also the best-known carver of
Cape May County. He learned to carve with his father on
Water Street down on Tuckerton Creek and used his
father’s carving patterns throughout his life. The 1910
Federal Census for Tuckerton lists 48-year-old H. V.
Shourds as a house carpenter and Harry M. age 19 as a

house painter.

Ten years later, H. M. Shourds was living in Ocean City
down in Cape May County, he owned his own home and
was working as a house painter (1920 Fed Census). H. M.
had four children with his wife Martha Clemenson;
Virginia, Alvin, my friend and mentor Harry V. and the

youngest, Ray.

H. M. would spend the rest of his life in Cape May

County running his painting contracting business

By J.P. Hand

L3 . ‘.. 3 -,
Harry M. Shourds with carvings.
Photo credit: Ocean County.

and like his father, carving decoys and shipping them
to eager customers locally and out of state. Like his
father and many men of that time, he would die at a
relatively young age; towards the end of WWII in
1944 at the age ofsz. During the decades he lived in
Ocean City, Harry M. made lots of friends both on
the mainland and the island where he likely knew
many of the local Cape May County carvers of his
time, such as Clark Madara, the Godfreys of the
Upper Township, and Cleave Daebler to the south,
who lived on the road into Stone Harbor. And like
his father, he surely influenced a lot of other men of
the county who made their own gunning decoys.
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It isn’t known at this time as to which East coast The number decoys by both Harry V. and Harry M.
waterfowler first thought to make a decoy with a hollow Shourds that survive to this day stands as a testament
two-piece body made of light weight softwood. That to the skill and artistry of both men. Not to mention
method was common on both the Delaware River and the  the innumerable other carvers up and down the East
Jersey coast by the mid 1800s. H. V. Shourds likely didn’t coast who copied their work in varying degrees.
come up with that construction technique, as quite a few
South Jersey carvers predate him. What he did do was
create a carving style of light weight, well-constructed
gunning decoys with stylized paint patterns that were

pleasing to the eye.

Harry M. Shourds carried on the family tradition,
using his father’s patterns, his tools and painting

techniques. To the untrained eye, the decoys of both

the father and the son appear the same, but a
knowledgeable collector can tell the difference. Harry
M. decoys are usually a little “daintier” in form. While
Harry V. likely made hundreds of shorebird decoys a
various species, very few are known to have been
made by Harry M. That may be explained by the fact
that hunting shorebirds was outlawed in the United

States right in the middle of his carving career.

Top: Canada Goose by Harry M. Shourds.
Bottom: Black Duck by Harry M. Shourds.
Photo credit: Guyette & Deeter.

Goldeneye deco
Photo credit: Guyette & Deeter.
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Decoy Show Heritage Award:

Ruben C. Corlies (1882—1976)

There are in every generation people who define their era
— such a man was Ruben C. Corlies. Ruben had stories
and his stories had stories; “Rube” was the central

character of those stories.

Ruben’s Corlies ancestors were well-to-do landowners in
Shrewsbury, Monmouth County as early as 168o0.
Generations later found Ruben’s father, Amos, working
at various sawmills in Chatsworth, Warren Grove and
Barnegat, finally moving to Manahawkin wich his wife
Rachael about 1880. Rube was born in Manahawkin in
1882. Rube’s father died in 1892 of typhoid fever leaving
Ruben, age 10, with his mother and seven brothers and
sisters. Rube would remain in Manahawkin until his
death in 1976 at age 94. School ended for Ruben in the g™
grade working for 25 cents a day helping to support his
family. He worked six days a week clamming, oystering
and as a carpenter’s apprentice. Then he would walk on
Saturdays to Perrine’s Boat Works in Barnegat building
sneakboxes under the watchful eye of a Perrine foreman,
Levi Cranmer. Seventy years later Rube was still building
his improved design sneakboxes and made, by his own
account, “at least a hundred.” Those boats were used by a

score of bay gunning clubs, some still in use today.

The Lifesaving Service became a major part of the Rube’s
life. He served many years with stations Brigantine,
Barnegat City, Cedar Creek and Loveladies. In a 1974
interview at age 92 Rube recalled as if it were yesterday
the names of his Loveladies 1912 crew — Wes Peterson,
James Mills, Howard Falkinburg, the Ridgway brothers
and Captain Cooper Predmore. He left the Life Saving
Service about 1917 during the First World War to build
barracks for the Army at Fort Dix.

Ruben married Ella Bodine Lear in 1906, their only son

Beverly Earl was born in 1907; the family moved to

By Grove Conrad
& Doug Lynch

Rube Corlies. Photo courtesy of Grove Conrad.

a house and carriage barn on Manahawkin’s Stafford
Avenue and there Ruben remained until his deach. As
a first rate carpenter he built the Carvel Island Gun
Club, made hundreds of the club’s decoys and buile
the club’s many sneakboxes. Ruben was the guide for

that Club fOI' almost twenty years.

Good friends and neighbors would call him “Uncle
Rube” and on any given day they could be found in
his shop, converted from an old carriage house,
listening to his stories as he made decoys and boats
Those stories and that work would make him the

legend that this award honors. Favorite and often
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repeated tales would be the story of the sea serpent; an
account of Rube and his brother-in-law John Inman
encountering a sea creature oftshore fishing in 1906—
that story has often been written and also reenacted in
Beach Haven’s Surﬂight Theater a dozen years ago. Then
there were the gunning stories; including the days that

Rube took “The Babe” duck shooting...in his own words:

“I, as guide of Carvel Island Gunning Club, will class Mr.
Hunt and the well-known Babe Ruth as gunners and
good shots, and Mr. Johnny Vandermeer is very good
with his aim on a duck as well as on home plate — Party
Killed 32 head - Ruben Corlies” Oct. 1942

Rube Corlies with sneakbox.
Photo courtesy of Ocean County.

Mr. Hunt was the famous artist Lynn Bogue Hunt and
Vandermeer the Cincinatti pitcher who still holds

major league records.

“Uncle Rube” left a legacy of goodness. We remember
another legendary bayman and decoy maker, Bill
Cranmer (1917-2008), saying of Rueben: “He would talk
to you even up as a peer and that’s why I liked going to
his shop.” Ruben C. Corlies is buried in the Old Baprist
Cemetery; with a simple headstone — no epitaph - but
it would be fitting to imagine on that stone the
Rudyard Kipling epitaph of “’E Done It All”.

Rube Corlies decoy.
Photo credit: Guyette & Deeter.
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315 Annual Pine Barrens Jamboree

FREE! Saturday, October 11 10am - 4:30pm
Wells Mllls County Park in Waretown

Brought to you by the Ocean County Board of Commissioners  Robert S. Arace — Chairman of Parks and Recreation
Jennifier Eacc_i'g_ibne, Virginia E. Haines, John P. Kelly, Frank Sadeghi

The Affair at
CEDAR BRIDGE

Sunday December 7, 2025
10am - 4pm

Snow Date: Januay 4, 2026
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Commemorating the 243rCl Year of the
Aftair at Cedar Bridge Tavern s e

The annual Cedar Bridge Tavern
Commemoration that reenacts the last
land skirmish of the Revolutionary War
will be held Sunday, December 7, 2025
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Cedar Bridge
Tavern Historic Site, 200 Old Halfway
Road in Barnegat. (Snow date January 4,
2026) There will be plenty to see and do
during the event; this year there will be
two staged battle reenactments of the
skirmish, at noon and 2 p-m. Expect
some musket and cannon firings and
battle cries as Loyalist reenactors from
(among others) the 1™ New Jersey Militia
Patriots

Battalion  engage  with

th

reenactors from the 9" and 3“1
Pennsy]vanian Regiments. Both will be

in full regalia.

They are commemorating the Affair at Cedar
Bridge that took place on December 27, 1782. Here
is a brief history that comes down to us from many
sources: Captain John Bacon was a Loyalist to the
Crown and had taken lives and contraband in
previous encounters with Patriots. His band of
‘Pine Robbers’ had created so much destruction

that the Patriot Governor of New Jersey put a price

on his head.

Late in December, the Burlington Militia headed by
Captain Richard Shreve scoured the pinelands for
Bacon and his men, and not finding them, took
their rest at the tavern. Unbeknownst to them,
Bacon and party were just across the river. A battle
ensued at the bridge and although the Partriots
secemed to be winning the skirmish, local
inhabitants took sides with Bacon and he was able
to get away. This last documented land engagement
of the Revolutionary War is purported to have
taken place at Cedar Bridge Tavern Historic Site.
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Demonstrations at Cedar Bridge Tavern, 2024.

Photo credit: Ocean County.

Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission
Director and County Historian Tim Hart will recount
the story of the battle and other tales of the
Revolutionary War and Colonial South Jersey on the

day of the Commemoration.

The Commission with the Ocean County Parks &
Recreation Department have planned an educational

and fun day for families.

Throughout the day, visit campsites of the reenactors,
take tours of the Cedar Bridge Tavern where you will
hear stories of Colonial South Jersey. Tavern keeper
reenactor Paul Taber will have period drinks
(nonalcoholic) to sample such as switchel— a
concoction of beer, egg, molasses and rum that is

stirred with a hot poker.

The New Jersey Fifes and Drums will perform, as will
the Sea Dogs—traditional tavern musicians. There will
be a blacksmith, weaver, and carpenter demonstrating

their craft and more games for the children. Hart said
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the children get to dress up in Colonial garb and have a
chance to win a tri-corner hat. There will also be crafts

and games to play throughout the site.

“The event has really grown over the years,” said Hart.
“It was held at Cedar Bridge Tavern in 2001 but had
been celebrated during a ‘Good Old Days” event held
in Manahawkin at the Old Stone Store before that. The
first year at Cedar Bridge I think there were five of us

and now we have just under 500 people show up.”

Besides the events being held around the Tavern, those
dressed for the weather may enjoy hiking the 3.5-mile
Michael T. Mangum Trail or the shorter walking paths

around the site.

The crowds are asked to park at Jersey Sand Supply,
560 Route 72 and take the shuttle vans that will be
provided by OceanRide.

Cedar Bridge Tavern Historic Site is open year-round,
Thursday-Monday. For full event listings, check out the
Ocean County Parks newsletter:

https:/ / oceancountyparks.org/ frmHomePrks
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Later in the month, on the date of the skirmish,
December 27, Cedar Bridge will also be hosting a history

walk at 10 am for $6 and a presentation at 2:00pm for $5.

information about the American

Additional
Revolution in Ocean County can be found on the
Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission’s
website at:

co.ocean.nj.us/OC/ch/frmz50AmericanRevolution.aspx

The Commission has received a National Park Service’s
American Battlefield Protection Program to make 7
short documentaries on the most significant sites of
conflict during the Revolution in what is now Ocean
County and to share the story of the civil war-like local
experience of the Revolution. The documentaries are
set to release in 2026 and will be published on the

Commission website and YouTube channel.

The Commission’s traveling War at the Shore exhibit
trailer will continue to visit various events throughout
2025 and beyond. To request the trailer at your event
visit the Commission website.

Demonstrations at Cedar Bridge Tavern, 2024.

oto credit: Ocean County.



Quilts of Valor

In just 18 months, the members of newly
formed Jersey Shore Quilts of Valor put
together 28 full-size quilts for as many
veterans hailing from Ocean, Atlantic and
Burlington Counties. The Ocean County
Cultural & Heritage Commission sponsors

the quilts for Ocean County recipients.

Quiles of Valor is a national organization

that has its mission to celebrate the
dedication and the impact that veterans have
made to the country. “Quilts of Valor are
special treasures made with love and the best
brave

materials, all in honor of the

individuals who have served our country.
Every Stich reflects our deep gratitude and respect for our
servicemen and women, serving as a beautiful reminder of
their sacrifices...It reminds us of how much they mean to

us and just how deeply we value their efforts.”

Anyone can nominate a veteran —whether they've been

honorably discharged or are still serving.
Starting the Jersey Shore Chapter
Long-time friends Laurie Didyk and Loreen Wise decided

to form the chapter of the national organization after
realizing there was no local chapter. The two friends met
as surgical nurses in AtlantiCare Mainland Hospital in
Galloway about 30 years ago where they both worked for
twenty years. Wise left to work at the Rothman Institute
and Didyk went back to school to get her Nurse
Practitioner License but they stayed friends and found
they both had a passion for stitching quilts as well as

patients.

Both are members of the Seaport Stitchers Guild and
Wise is President of the Lafayette Quilt Guild. Both
Didyk and Wise worked with surgeon Dr. Eugene
Carroccia, a Vietnam War veteran. Didyk had heard

about the Quilts of Valor Foundation and wanted to get
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(L to R) Members Loreen Wise, Paula Marksfield,L.eader Laurie Dld\l\
Photo credit: Pat Johnson.

By Pat Johnson

o S

a quilt for Carroccia. What the friends found out was
there was no chapter in Ocean County so they put an
application in for the Atlantic County chapter. They
waited and waited and heard nothing back so Didyk
contacted the regional director and found the
application had gotten lost in the shuffle between two
different chapters. “So to move it along, the director
asked if I would make the quilt and Loreen said she
would help and that was the impetus to start Jersey
Shore Quilts of Valor,” said Didyk.

The chapter has eight or nine members at present, said
Didyk and two of the members are themselves veterans.
“Pat Christensen was a nuclear sub mechanic and was
in both the Army and Navy and Ann Petronacia was a
Navy radio technician,” said Didyk.

Recipients of the first few quilts included a World War
II veteran in his 9os and a gentleman who served in
Vietnam and during the cold war. Recently they made
a quilt for Airforce (retired) Major Ed Nuttal, who
served in the Vietnam War as a squadron flight leader

and fighter pilot—with 159 | combat missions. He also



served in the New Jersey National Guard with his

service stretching from 1966 to 1984.

A QOV member, Susan Genova heard her son-in-laws
brother was due to leave for active service in a few
weeks and the club was able to put together a quilt for
Army Sergeant First class Robert David Smith. “He was
in the army reserves and signed up for active duty in

Iraq,” said Didyk.

Usually the process to get a quilt after a nomination
can take up to two years to fulfil and the waiting list at

present is 16.

Each quilt is unique and many are done in a red, white
and blue pattern. It can take over 50 hours to complete,
depending in the complexity of the pattern. The
chapter has received donations of money and materials
and is always grateful. Besides donating their time
sewing, members also go on the road with a beautiful
display to Veterans groups and senior communities if
asked. At these events, people can fill out the form
nominating a service person or veteran and can also
write a message of thanks on a quilt square that will be

incorporated into a quilt.
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ore Quilts

“We like to give these messages to those who are bed-
bound so they can read them during the day and feel the
warmth of the sentiments,” said Didyk. And though many
quilts are given to those who are infirm, a recipient does

not have to be sick to be recognized with a quil.

When the quilt is ready, there is a presentation ceremony.
Didyk thanked Congressman Jeff Van Drew and
Assemblyman Brian Rumpf for attending most of the
presentations. “They always say something lovely to our

servicemen,” said Didyk.

To contact Jersey Shore Quilts of Valor,
email Didyk at JerseyShoreQOV@gmail.com

and contact www.QOVF.org for more information.


mailto:JerseyShoreQOV@gmail.com
http://www.qovf.org/

The Jay and Linda Grunin Center for

The Jay and Linda Grunin Center for the
Arts located on the Ocean County
College campus s undergoing an
extensive renovation to upgrade the
entrance, lobbies, concession area, recital
room and a new art gallery. In 2014 the

Jay and Linda
endowed the Center for the Arts with a

Grunin  Foundation

5.75 million endowment that has allowed
hundreds of

educational programs and entertainments

the college to offer

to the students and community at large.

Even though the construction will be ongoing for
another year, the Center is open and has an extensive
program of concerts, lectures, musicals and more on

offer through 2025.

Heidi Sheridan, Executive and Artistic Director for the
Grunin outlined the changes. “We will be getting much
needed upgrades. The building hasn’t been updated
since the 1970s, though we had some updates to the

theater in 2010.”

The renovations will feature a fresh, modern look,

renovated restrooms, upgrades to audio and lighting,
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the Arts Renovations

By Pat Johnson

Photo courtesy of Ocean County College.

a complete overhaul of the Bosendorfer Recital Room

and anew art gallery.

For now, you will enter the lobby through the same
doors as in the past and there will be a mobile box
office set up for walk-up sales and will-call pickup of

tickets.

When construction is finished, Sheridan said one of the
most appreciated changes for patrons will be the ability
to access the theater center without climbing a rather
arduous and steep ramp from the parking lot. The
entrance will be closer to parking and there will be

stairs and an elevator to help make access easier.

One feature that excites Sheridan is the addition of a
modern art gallery, one that can be secured when the
Center is not occupied. “In the past we had to hang
artworks on the walls and there was no way to secure
them. It’s going to be a fantastic space where we can
showcase student work and host art shows and where
patrons to the theater can take a spin around the gallery
before shows. The Foundation has been working on
organizing the foundation’s art collection and it would

be lovely at some point to do a show.”

Another upgrade that will enhance the arts experience

is the reconfigured Bosendorfer Recital Room, which



used to be a classroom with typical classroom seating.
“A few years ago we raised money to acquire a

Bésendorfer piano. It's a beautiful and rare instrument

that has more keys on the left side to allow for duets.
Our popular afternoon recitals will continue in a space

with 45 theater seats.”

Friday afternoon recitals at 2 p.m. are affordable events
highlighting talented performers of classical music. On
October 10, prize-winning pianist Liana Paniyera plays
Schumann and Brahms and on November 21,
International concert duo violinist Robert Radlift and
pianist Sharon Niessen will play Beethoven and

Brahms.

Saturday, September 20 brings Lake Wobegon’s
chronicler Garrison Keillor to the stage to entertain
with his folksy tales from America’s heartland.
‘Garrison Keillor Tonight’ begins at 7 p.m. The Bronx
Wanderers give two shows of their musical tour de
force, singing and telling stories of the record business,

3 and 7 p-m. on September 28 at 3 p-m.

The main stage is also the venue for lectures through
The Blauvelt Speaker Series. On October 8 at 6 p.m.,
the college welcomes Admiral James Stavridis, a former
U.S. Supreme Allied Commander at NATO and best

selling author.

Photo courtesy of Ocean County (,]ollegc

OCEAN

COURTY COLLEQE

Some of the highlights on the menu this fall and
winter include The Bronx Wanderers, Swingadelicz
The Three Louies, Scottish Folk singer Julie Fowles,
Jazz greats April May Webb Trio and Grammy
winning trumpeter Chris Bottie plus the World
Famous Glen Miller Orchestra.

Theatrical performances start with ‘Sister’s Back to
School Catechism -The Holy Ghost and other
Terrifying Tales,” the play ‘Dracula,” Hlusionist Leon
Etienne in ‘Magic Rocks” The college presents
traditional crowd pleasers for the Holidays, ‘A
Christmas Carol, OCC Concert Band’s ‘The Most
Wonderful Time of the Year) ‘Broadway for the
Holidays’ and a

Nutcracker’, designed for younger audiences.

condensed version of ‘The

This is just a few choices from the entire upcoming
programs to be held right here at the Grunin at
Ocean County College. Don’t let some construction
deter you from a great number of afternoons and

nights out.

To see the entire lineup including dates and times and
COSsts visit www.grunincenter.org and to contact the

box office on Thursdays and Fridays between noon

and 5 p.m., call 732-255-0500
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Alternate
Sponsorship Program

The Ocean County Cultural & Heritage
Commission offers a variety of capacity building
opportunities to non-profits and to date, has
awarded over $3.2 million in grants. The Ocean
County Cultural & Heritage Commission has

announced $238,000 in grant awards for 2025.

An additional $30,000 is available for 2025 through
the Alternate Sponsorship Program for Art and
History projects. The program offers reimbursable
sponsorships a rolling deadline throughout the year,
simplified request process, and short time frame
from request to award. Limited funds may still be

available in 2025.

In 2025, the Commission has converted applications
to an online platform. To create an account to apply,

enter this URL in your browser:

www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=occhc

Total Funds Available for Art-based projects:
$20,000
Maximum awards:

$1,000 or $2,000

Total Funds Available for History-based projects:
$10,000
Maximum Award:

$1,000

;/é/)?\'i{\\” JERSEY
A

COMMISSION

Be sure to read the updated guidelines in full before

submitting your application.

For complete guidelines for the

Alternate Sponsorship Program, visit the

Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission
website:

co.ocean.nj.us/OC/ch/frmAlternateSponsorship.aspx

Applications and reporting are available online!
Please follow directions on the Cultural & Heritage
Commission website and in the guidelines. Check
back in 2026 for updated funding information at that

time.

The Ocean County Cultural & Heritage
Commission’s other resources and support for the
cultural community include;

* the Local Arts Program and County History

Partnership Program grants,

* professional development workshops,

® technical assistance,

* publicity and publication,

* parterships,

* co-sponsorships,

* professional consulting,

* access to national memberships,

e STEPs assistance,

* and recognition through awards.

The Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission receives grants from both the New Jersey Council

on the Arts and the New Jersey Historical Commission in the Department of State.
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Fall )
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Crafts. Petting Zoo. Vendors. Garden Tour & More

SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 26TH 1:30 - 4:00 PM

COMMON GROUNDS COMMUNITY GARDEN

JOHN PATRICK SPORTS COMPLEX
VINE STREET, LAKEWOOD
info@oneoceancounty.com
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NOTE: Check with venue for confirmation of time, conditions, date, cost, etc. Listings are abridged from

organizational information and may lack full details. Subject to change without notice.

Ocean County Parks &
Recreation Department
(732) 506 - 9090

hetps://www.oceancountyparks.org/

43rd Annual Old Time Barnegat Bay

Decoy & Gunning Show *

Sat., Sept. 27; 7 am - 5 pm

Sun.,, Sept. 28; 7 am - 4 pm

Tip Seaman County Park, 120 Lakeside
Drive, Tuckerton

Dock Dogs, music, presentations,
archcry, Family Fun Tent with games,
painting, crafts, demonstrations and
more! FREE shuttle buses to the show
from: Pinelands chional Highschool,
Tuckerton Seaport & Freedom Fields
County Park.

31st Annual Pine Barrens Jamboree *

Sat., Oct. 113 10:00 am - 4:30 pm

Wells Mills County Park, 905 Wells
Mills Road (Rt. 532), Waretown

Music by Albert Music Hall, demos by
the Lenapehoking Reestablishment

Project, nature programs, food &

vendors! History presentation at 12 pm.

Tours of the Cedarview Lodge & music
on the porch provided by Barnegat
Historical Society.

Awesome Autumn FUN *

Sat., Nov. 1; 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Jakes Branch County Park, Beachwood
Hayrides, petting zoo, lawn games, live
music, kids crafts, food truck on site!
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Lighting Up Nature *

Dec. 12 - 15; 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Jakes Branch County Park, 1100 Double
Trouble Rd, Beachwood
Neighborhood style drive-through
display of lights!

The Affair at Cedar Bridge 1782 *
Sun., Dec. 7; 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Snow Date: Sun., Jan. 4, 2026

Cedar Bridge Tavern Historic Site, 200
Old Half~Way Rd, Barnegat

A commemoration of the last land
engagement of the Revolutionary War.
Refreshments, Fire Pit, NJ Fifes &
Drums, Traditional Tavern musicians,
sutlers, lawn games, and crafts;

Skirmishes at 12 pm &2 pm.

Winter Solstice *

Sat., Dec. 13; 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Cattus Island County Park,

1170 Cattus Island Blvd, Toms River
Games, crafts, live animal talks, horse
carriage rides (11 am - 2 pm), campfire
story time, food, a visit from Santa,

candy cane nature walk!

Downtown Toms River
Washington Street
(732) 341 - 8738

https: //downtowntomsriver.com/

Downtown Night Out

Every Fri. & Sat.; Sept. 19 - Oct. 18
5:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Enjoy outdoor dining with the
Downtown District restaurants,

distillery, brewery and small businesses!

Harvest Arts Festival ¥

Sat., Oct. 18; 11:00 am - 5:00 pm
Washington St., Toms River

Fami]y fun, local art, food trucks, live
music, kids' activities, beer & wine
garden, and explore downtown shops!

Free admission & parking!

Albert Music Hall
131 Wells Mills Rd, Waretown, NJ 08758
(609) 971 - 1593

Www.albcrthall.org

Saturday Night Shows

Every Sat., night; doors 5:30 pm
Show: 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Enjoy Bluegrass, Country, Folk,
Americana, Old-Timey, & Pinelands
live music. Food for purchase, Free
parking & Wheelchair accessible. $6
adults / $1 kids under 12 (cash only).

Pinelands Heritage & Americana Fest *

Sat., Sept. 20; 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Enjoy a full day of local artisans,
crafters, auchors, vendors, organization,
food, and music! Bring a chair. Food for

purchase, cash only.

Songwriters in the Pines: Bluegrass &
Folk Show *
Fri. Sept. 26; doors 5:30 pm

Show: 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

A specia] night of music headlined by
Cole Quest and the City Pickers, led by
Woody Guthrie’s grandson!


https://www.oceancountyparks.org/
https://downtowntomsriver.com/
https://www.alberthall.org/

Brick Community Children’s Theatre
(BCCT)

266 Manto]oking Road, Brick, NJ 08723
(732) 920 - 9041

htcps://www.bcct.org

BCCT presents Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer Jr.

Dec. 4, 5, 6: 7:00 pm

Dec. 6, 7: 2:00 pm

Dec. 6: 6:00 pm

$25 + $1. 84 fee. Purchase tickets online.

Brick Township Historical Society

The Havens Homestead Museum

521 Herbertsville Rd., Brick, NJ

(732) 785 - 2500
heeps://bricktownshiphistoricalsociety.c

om/

Afternoon Tea

Sat., Oct. 113 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Members will serve attendees an
Afternoon Tea. Donation: $25/non-
members; $22/members. Call for

avaiiability, reservations.

Vietnam: The Early Years-Origins and

Escalation *

Tues., Nov. 11; 7:30 pm

Herbertsville Firehouse: 6ot
Herbertsville Rd, Brick, NJ 08724
Historian & Professor Paul Zigo will
explore what led to the escalation of the
Vietnam Conflict.

Jay and Linda Grunin Center for the Arts
Ocean County Collcgc

Co]]ege Drive, Toms River, N]J

(732) 255 - 0400

WWW.grunincenter.org

Swingadelic

Sun., Sept. 21; 3:00 pm

Main Stage (Building 11A)

Pays tribute to 3 1cgcndary]azz artists.
Adult $28/Senior $24.

The Bronx Wanderers

Sun., Sept. 28; 3:00 pm & 7:30 pm

Main Stage (Building 11A)

From Dion to Queen, Yo' Vinny and his

band bridge generations with songs that
make everyone feel 20 again.

Orchestra $52/Mezzanine $49.

Julie Fowlis

Sat., Oct. 4; 7:30 pm

Main Stage (Building 11A)
Award—winning Gaelic singer known for
singing in Disney Pixar’s “Brave.”

Orchestra $44/Mezzanine $39.

Liana Paniyeva, piano

Fri, Oct. 10; 2:00 pm

Bosendorfer Recital Room, (Building 11A)
Acclaimed pianist, performs works by
Schumann and Brahms in chis
international recital high]ight.

General Admission, $10.

The Ocean Blue

Sat., Oct. 113 7:30 pm

Main Stage (Building 11A)

These alt-pop pioneers rose to fame in the
'80s and continue touring today.

Orchestra $46/Mezzanine $42.

C_alpulli Mexican Dance Company
Weds., Oct. 15; 7:00 pm

Main Stage (Building 1tA)

Dia de los Muertos blends folk and
classical arts in a love story crossing life

and death. All cickets $39.

Dracula

Oct. 17, 18, 24, 25: 7:30 pm

Oct. 18, 19, 25, 26: 2:00 pm

Black Box Theater (Building 11B)

This new adaptation brings suspense,
humor, and horror to the stage.

General Admission Seating: Adults $24/

Seniors $22.

Cécilia

Sat., Oct. 18; 7:00 pm

Gia Maione Prima Foundation Studio
Theatre (Building 12)

Blends Celtic, Québécois, and traditional
music with jazz and swing. All tickets $32.

April May Webb Trio
Sun., Oct. 19; 3:00 pm
Main Stage (Bui]ding 11A)

Award-winning jazz vocalist blending

tradition and innovation. Adult

$28/Senior $24.

“Without Arrows” Film Screening

Weds., Nov. 19; 12:30 pm

Main Stage (Building 11A)

After years in Philadelphi& this Lakota
dancer returns home to preserve his
heritage and heal through dance. All
Tickets $9.

Radliff-Niessen, violin & piano

Fri., Nov 21; 2:00 pm

Bosendorfer Recital Room (Building 1TA)
A stunning performance of Beethoven and

Brahms. General Admission Seating: $10.

The World Famous Glenn Miller
Orchestra

Sat., Nov. 22; 3:00 pm

Main Stage (Building 11A)

This Swing Era Sensation Orchestra
performs classic and modern tunes in the

iconic Miller style. All Tickets: $39.

Chris Botti

Weds., Dec. 3; 7:00 pm
GRAMMY-winning trumpeter
celebrating timeless jazz standards.

Orchestra $104/Mezzanine $84.

A Christmas Carol

Sat., Dec. 6; oo pm

Main Stage (Building 11A)
Adults $19/Children $16.

OCC Concert Band: The Most
Wonderful Time of the Year

Sat., Dec. 6; 7:00 pm

Main Stage (Building 11A)

A festive evening of holiday tunes, classic

carols, and a special visit from Santa!

Adults $28/Seniors $24/Children $14.
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Broadway for the Holidays_ 5

Dec. 12, 13, 19, 20; 7:30 pm

Dec. 13, 14, 20, 21; 2:00 pm

Black Box Theater (Building 11B)

The beloved songs and timeless classics
that capture the spirit of the holidays.
Adults $24/Seniors $22.

The Nutcracker

Sat., Dec. 13; 1:00 pm & 4:00 pm
Main Stage (Building 11A)
Adults $19/Children $16.

Cherish the Ladies

Sun., Dec. 14; 7:00 pm

Main Stage (Building 11A)

A festive Celtic Christmas concert full

of music, song, and dance.

Darrah Carr Dance

Sat., Dec 20; 7:00 pm

Main Stage (Building 1TA)

This group fuses Irish step with
contemporary flair and energy.
Orchestra $45/Mezzanine $40.

The Ocean County Columbus Day
Parade Committee Inc.

500 Christopher Columbus Boulevard
Seaside Heights, NJ 08751
(732) 477 - 6507

www.columbusnj.org

34th Annual Ocean County Italian Street
Festival & Parade

Fri., Oct. 10; 4:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Sat., Oct. 11; 10:00 am - 10:00 pm

Sun., Oct. 12; 10:00 am - 8:00 pm

This 3—day event features, food, music,
vendors and more! Parade will be Sun.,
Oct. 12, 1:00 pm on the Blvd.

John F. Peto Studio Museum
102 Cedar Avenue, PO Box 102,
Island Heights, NJ 08732
(732) 929 - 4949
htep://www.petomuseum.org

Check the website or contact the

museum for a full listing of events!

Exhibition: Wearable Art of the Maya
Sept. 14 - Dec 21; check website for time
Courtesy of The Friends of Ixchel
Museum. Explore textiles of Guatemala
and learn how these colorful, hand-woven

garments reflect culture and history.

LBI Foundation of the Arts & Sciences
120 Long Beach Blvd, Loveladies

(609) 494 - 1241
hteps://www.lbifoundation.org/

Paint and Sip

Mon., Sept. 15; 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Ceiebrating nature, creativity, joy, and
self-expression—supplies included, sip
optional! $45.

Glass Mosaics

Thurs., Sept. 18; 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Learn mosaic art using glass on wood—
cut, design, and grout your unique piece in

one fun workshop! $70.

Wanda G:ig: Art for Life’s Sake with
Laurel Garber *

Sun., Sept. 28; 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Discover the vivid world of artist Wanda
Gag in a free talk with curator Laurel

Garber. Registration required.

Little Egg Harbor Chamber of
Commerce

Little Egg Harbor, NJ 08087
LitcleEggChamberof Commerce@gmail.c
om

littleeggharborchamberofcommerce.com

Harvest Festival *

Sat., Oct. 18; 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Pinelands Regional High School

590 Nugentown Rd, Little Egg Harbor, N]J
Free children’s activities with vendors,
music, food, drinks, and FUN!

Ocean County Artists' Guild
22 Chestnut Avenue

Island Heights, NJ 08732

(732) 270 - 3111

http: // Www.ocartistsguild.org/

Undraped Figure Drawing

Saturdays; 10:00 am - 12:30 pm

Bring cash for model fees.

Portrait Group.
2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays; 2:00 pm - 4:00
pm

Bring cash for model fees.

Long Pose Undraped Figure Drawing &

Painting
Tuesdays; 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Bring cash for model fees.

Art Book Club 2025 *
Second Friday of each month; 5:00 pm -

6:30 pm
Art Chat 2025 *
Fourth Friday of each month; 5:00 pm-

6:30 pm

Acoustic Concert *

Fri., Sept. 19; 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Autumn Inspirations: Watercolor for Fall

Sept. 24, Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29; 9:30 am -
12:00 pm

$120 Members/$150 Non-Members.

Gallery Reception Opening *

Sun., Oct. 5; 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Acrylic Paint Pour

Fri., Oct. 10; 5:00 — 7:30 pm

The group will be guided through the
process of creating an acrylic pour
tcchnique. $35 Members /$45 Non-

members.

Gelli Plate Workshop
Sat., Oct. 11; 9:00 am - 4:30 pm

$45 Members/$50 Non-members.

Hluminated Letters

Sat., Oct. 25; 12:00 pm — 3:00 pm
Working with watercolor and pens, using
acrylic as a replacement for gold leaf.

$50 Members/$60 Non-members.
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October Children’s Classes: Tues.
Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28; 4:00 pm - 5:15 pm
October Children’s Classes: Weds.
Oct. 8, 15, 22, 29; 4:00 pm - 5:15 pm
November Children's Classes: Tues.
Nov. 4, 11, 18, 25; 4:00 pm - 5:15 pm
November Children’s Classes: Weds.
Nov. 5, 12, 19, 26; 4:00 pm - 5:15 pm
December Children’s Classes: Tues.
Dec. 2, 9, 16; 4:00 pm - 5:15 pm
December Children’s Classes Weds.
Dec. 3, 10, 17; 4:00 pm - 5:15 pm

Weekly painting classes spark creativity,
teach techniques, and build confidence.
$100 Members/$125 Non-Members.

Ocean County Historical Society
26 Hadley Avenue

Toms River, N]J

(732) 341 - 1880
heep://www.oceancountyhistory.org

Ocean County History Day *

Sat., Sept. 13; 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Celebrate 250 years of the U.S. and 75
years of the Ocean County Historical
Society with reenactors, museum tours,
local exhibits. Don’t miss talks by Ona

Judge (11:30) and Betsy Ross (1:00).

Holiday Gifts, Crafts and Collectibles

Faire *

Sun., Nov. 2; 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Toms River HS South, 212 Hooper
Avenue, Toms River

Enjoy 8o+ vendors, displays, baked
goods, a book sale, 50/50 raffle, and

more!

Pine Shores Art Association
94 Stafford Avenue
Stafford, NJ 08050

140 E. Main Street (Rt 9)
Tuckerton, NJ 08087

(609) 597 - 3557

www.pineshoresartassociation.org

**Please consult PSAA’s website for

locations due to ongoing construction at

their Stafford location.**

Do Your Own Thing - Scafford *
Thursdays; 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Do Your Own Thing - Tuckerton *
Fridays; 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Provides time to work on their creative

projects, excluding alcohol inks.

Portrait Sessions - Stafford

Thursdays; 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Drawing from a live clothed model. §s.

Art Chat *

First Tuesdays, monthly; 1:00 pm-3:00 pm.

Tuckerton Library, 380 Bay Ave.,
Tuckerton

Third Tuesdays, monthly; r:00 pm-3:00pm

Barnegat Library, 112 Burr St., Barnegat
A creative space where artists connect,

share their passion, and offer support.

Zen Meditative Drawing

Tues., Sept. 16, 5:00 pm - &:00 pm

A calming practice using simple patterns
to boost focus, reduce stress, and spark
creativity in a relaxed, mindful setting.

$40.

Short Stack with Gemstone: 3 Rings

Thurs., Sept 18; 11:00 am - 300 pm
Make 3 rings: a silver rope band, a gold—
filled band, and a silver band with a
gemstone. Learn sizing, soldering,
texturing, polishing, stone setting. $135.

Butterfly On Blue in Colored Pencil

Sat, Oct. 18; 10:00 am — 2:00 pm

Learn colored pencil techniques on
drafting film while creating a buttcrﬂy,
flower, and sky background. $55 + $5

supply fee.

Brillianc Skies with Pastels

Sat., Oct. 25; 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Learn pastel techniques to capture
luminous skies, storm clouds, and
dramatic 1ight—pcrfect for all skill levels.
$60.

Kids Art Classes, Ages 6-10; Tuckerton

Mondays, Nov. 10, 17, 24 & Dec. 1; 6:15 pm
- 7:30 pm. $60.
Weds., Nov. 12, 19, 26, Dec. 3, 10, 17. 6115

pm - 7:30 pm. $35.

Fun art class for ages 6 - 10 exploring
famous artists, techniques, and creative

se]flexpression.

Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox
Church

2200 Church Road

Toms River, NJ 08753

(732) 255 - 5525
hetp://www.stbarbaranj.org

Saint Barbara’s s2nd Annual Greek

Festival *

Fri. & Sat, Sept. 26 & 27; 12:00 pm - 11:00
pm

Sun., Sept. 28; 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Enjoy authentic Greek food, dancing,
music, vendors, and family fun! Parking
available at OCC lot #2, with free shuttle

bus to festival.

Stafford Township Arts Center
1000 Mckinlcy Ave
Manahawkin, NJ 08050

609) 489 - 8600
heeps://stacnj.com/

Fall Oldies Spectacular

Sun., Oct. 5; 3:00 pm
Groups featured range from The Brooklyn
Bridge, The Vogues, and Bobby Wilson!
Tickets $59-$69.

The Strand Theater

400 Clifton Ave.
Lakewood, NJ 08701
(732) 367 - 7789
hetps://www.strand.org/

SixtiesMania Direct from Las Vegas
Sat., Sept. 20; 8:00 pm
Tickets $50-$59.
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Latin Legends
Fri., Sept. 26; 8:00 pm. Tickets $33 -
$63.

Chicago 9_Tribute Band
Sat. Sept. 27; 8:00 pm. Tickets $33 - $63.

Tupelo Honey: A Van Morrison

Celebration
Sat. Oct. 115 8:00 pm. Tickets $33 - $63.

Rumors: The Ultimate Fleetwood Mac
Tribute Show
Fri. Oct. 17; 8:00 pm. Tickets $50 - $6o0.

Ronstadt Revue Featuring Gesenia
Sat., Nov. 1; 8:00 pm. Tickets $50 - $60.

MEET LOAF: A tribute to MeatLoaf
Sat., Nov. 15; 8:00 pm. Tickets $44 - $55.

A Doo Wop Christmas with the Doo
Wop Project

Sat., Dec. 6; 8:00 pm. Tickets $50 - $67.

Surflight Theatre

201 Eng]eside Ave., PO Box 1155
Beach Haven, NJ 08008

(609) 492 - 9477

http: // www.surﬂight.org

Shows, dates and times are subject to
changc. Run times are approximate.

$46 for adules & seniors;

$36 for children 12 and under.

Calendar Girls

2:00pm: Sept 10, 11, 14, 16, 21

7:30pm: Sept 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20
Hcartwarming Comcdy about fricndship,
fundraising, and an unforgettable calendar.

On Golden Pond

2:00pm: Sept 23, 26, 28, Oct 1, 2, 5
7:30pm: Sept 25, 27, Oct 2,3, 4
Touching tale ofaging, love, family, and

second chances.

Tru: The Life & Times of Truman Capote
2:00pm: Oct 8, 9, 12

7:30pm: Oct 9, 10, 11
Capote reflects on fame, friendship, and
fallout in 1975 NYC.

The zsﬁ Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee

7:00pm: October 17, 18

Hilarious, heartfele spel]ing bee with

songs, laughs, and juice boxes.
g ghs, J

Elf, The Musical

2:00pm: Nov 29, 30, Dec 2, 4, 6, 7, 10, 11,
13, 14, 17, 18, 20, 21

7:30pm: Nov 29, Dec 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20
Joyful holiday musical based on the
beloved hit film.

Tuckerton Historical Society
35 Leitz Blvd, West Tuckerton/LEH
(609) 294 - 1547

Www.tuckcrtonhistoricalsocicty&rg

South | %y_Quakers and their role in

the Abolition Movement *

Sat., Oct. 113 2:00 pm

35 Leitz Blvd. & Wisteria Lane,
Tuckerton

Discover Quakers’ powerful role in the
Abolition Movement.

Ye Old Christmas at Lictle Egg Harbor
Friends Meeting House *

Sat. Dec. 6; 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

21 E Main Street, Tuckerton

Join members for clam chowder,

cookies and apple cider and learn
about the Society’s programs and
volunteer opportunities.

Tuckerton “Crik” Museum and Gift
Shop — Holiday Hours *

Sat. Dec. 20; 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

220 South Green Street, Tuckerton
Shop unique gifts and explore
Tuckerton Crik’s rich history.

Toms River Artist Community
(TRAC)

40 Main Street

Toms River, NJ 08753

(732) 377 - 0290

heeps://trac732.com/

The Magic of Acrylic Pour
Fri., Sept. 26; 2:00 pm- 4:30 pm

Create art, get messy, and have fun with
friends!
$40 Members/Non-Members $50.

Adobe Lightroom Essentials

Sat., Sept. 27; 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Learn to enhance and transform photos
with hands-on editing. Will not cover
lightroom on your phone. $35
Members/Non-Members $40.

From Fibers to Fashion

Sun., Oct. 12; 2:00 pm - 4:30 pm

Create a unique felted clutch in this fun,
beginner class. $35 Members/Non-
Members $40.

Sketchbook Club
Second Thursday of each month; 6:00 pm-

8:00 pm
Bring a sketchbook and come draw with

us! Free for Members/Non-Members $10.

Advanced Art Exploration for Toms

River High School Students: Ages 14-19

Nov. 17 to Feb. 23; 2:30 pm-4:30 pm
After-school art program for high

schoolers to create and grow. $280.
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2foceancountytourism.com%2fvenue%2fpine-shores-art-association%2f&c=E,1,8d5bSNsl0dBHRZNQOAlabDj8QLxP82aC6OpkRcFRYqwKPN5ISHEAl-CIPxBUDp2nT0oXJdiHIIP9suj1Nifc0gFZGnthjEZZH1rbIjjZ8SAh842lM6HS_-LT&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2foceancountytourism.com%2fvenue%2fpine-shores-art-association%2f&c=E,1,8d5bSNsl0dBHRZNQOAlabDj8QLxP82aC6OpkRcFRYqwKPN5ISHEAl-CIPxBUDp2nT0oXJdiHIIP9suj1Nifc0gFZGnthjEZZH1rbIjjZ8SAh842lM6HS_-LT&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2foceancountytourism.com%2fvenue%2fpine-shores-art-association%2f&c=E,1,8d5bSNsl0dBHRZNQOAlabDj8QLxP82aC6OpkRcFRYqwKPN5ISHEAl-CIPxBUDp2nT0oXJdiHIIP9suj1Nifc0gFZGnthjEZZH1rbIjjZ8SAh842lM6HS_-LT&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2foceancountytourism.com%2fvenue%2fpine-shores-art-association%2f&c=E,1,8d5bSNsl0dBHRZNQOAlabDj8QLxP82aC6OpkRcFRYqwKPN5ISHEAl-CIPxBUDp2nT0oXJdiHIIP9suj1Nifc0gFZGnthjEZZH1rbIjjZ8SAh842lM6HS_-LT&typo=1
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/cDw-C8XDP8hXPogQfnfGfywkFv?domain=tuckertonhistoricalsociety.org

videos and podcasts along with
updates on upcoming events.

_Arttride

Check out the upcoming events
that are happening in Ocean County!

Visit OceanCounty Tourism.com and click
on “Upcoming Festivals and Events” for an overview,
OR go to the Events tab at the top of our HOME page
to search our full calendar.

(Please be sure to “know before you go” and contact
the venue to confirm that their event or attraction is open
and what safety guidelines are in place.)

Enjoy, Be Safe, and
Explore the Fun in our own backyard!!!
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Ocean County Board of Commissioners
Robert S. Arace,
Chairman of Parks and Recreation
Jennifier Bacchione
Virginia E. Haines
John P. Kell
Frank Sadegﬁ

Mary Jane Bavais, Director of Parks and Recreation
WWW. oceancountyparks .org

Visit Www.oceancount?tourism.com
to view up to date cultural events or list your organization’s own.
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This News Guide is sponsored by the Ocean County Board of Commissioners and is in conjunction with
funds from the NJ State Council on the Arts and the NJ Historical Commission through the Ocean
County Cultural & Heritage Commission, Robert S. Arace, Chairman.




